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Diocese of Waterford & Lismore
Celebrating and supporting faith, hope and love
in the heart of the family!
Find us on Facebook

www.waterfordlismore.ie
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Sunday Mass Readings

First Reading:
Isaiah 55:1-11
Responsorial Psalm:
Isaiah 12:2-6
Second Reading:
1 John 5:1-9
Gospel:
Mark 1:7-11
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Learn a new song:
"I am a Child of God!"

EVENTS
Check out our all-new page 3 for a
full page to print and colour!

Subscribe to Faith@Home
If you would like to receive the Faith@Home
newsletter direct to your inbox each week, and easily
access all the interactive links, you can contact us at
faithathome@waterfordlismore.ie

WE ARE BELOVED CHILDREN OF GOD

Hot. Humid. July in Pennsylvania isn’t for the faint of heart.
Without air conditioning in the Church, we were quickly beginning
to wilt. (I wonder what the weather was like at the Jordan River the day
John baptised Jesus. Of course, John wasn’t busy making sure the baby
didn’t cry or throw up on the three-generation old christening gown!)
Baptism is simple. Water and a short prayer; if I had blinked I
would have missed it. (Kind of like Mark’s account of Jesus’ baptism…
just three short verses.) As I held my nephew, the priest pouring the
water over his forehead, I tried to savour the sanctity and
solemnity of this event. (Did John the Baptist have a similar
experience of trying to make time stand still as he baptised Jesus?)
We were a small group. Someone passing through the back
of church wouldn’t even have noticed us. (Who else was in the
Judean countryside that day, curious about this crowd on the banks of
the river?) It was the same chapel where my sister and her
husband got married and where I go to for daily Mass when I visit.
It has a history in our family. (Joshua and the Israelites crossed the
Jordan River with the Ark of the Covenant. It’s where the Lord cured
Naaman of his leprosy when he bathed in its waters)
Then there were the words: “Theodore, the Christian
community welcomes you with great joy. In its name I claim you
for Christ our Saviour by the sign of his cross.” (How must Jesus
have felt upon hearing his Father call him 'Beloved'?) And indeed we
rejoiced to call Theo, our Beloved, a new member of the Church.
Perhaps today you can offer that prayer as a blessing. Call
someone by name and bless them. Remind them of their true
identity: Beloved Child of God. Then, remind yourself that God
loves you and rest in his favour.
By Sr Kathryn Press ASHJ, Waterford city

Check it out: YouCat
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Alpha
The Diocese of Waterford & Lismore
invites parish groups to participate in an
online Alpha series beginning on
February 10th 2021 for 11 weeks. Email
events@waterfordlismore.ie or call 085
8623705 for more information.

Family Prayer
Let's reflect on the love of
the Father for Jesus, and the
work of the Holy Spirit in
today's Gospel as we pray
together: "Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit. As it was
in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be, world without
end. Amen."

Acutis
d Carlo
Blesse
for us!
- P ray

Identity and
Mission

"All people are born as originals but many die
as photocopies."
Do you ever wonder what your purpose in life
is? Or whether you have the ability to really
make a difference in the world? Do you ever
struggle to be yourself, and prefer to just blend
in instead? Blessed Carlo knew he was created
as a unique individual, and called through his
baptism to be a beloved Child of God. That
was his deepest identity - and yours too.
Watch Fr Mike's video explaining how Jesus'
mission and identity were revealed to Him at
His baptism, and reflect on your own great
mission and identity too!
Watch Fr Mike Schmitz: The
Baptism of Jesus (#Share Jesus)
(It's part of a Lenten series, but good
at any time of year!)

YOUCAT is the Catechism of the Catholic Church for young people - and many adults find it really helpful
too. The most important elements of the faith are summarised in a Q&A format. There is also
Children's YOUCAT available too to help families explore the Catholic faith together, and you can
download the 'YOUCAT Daily' app for daily Catholic inspiration.
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Faith@Home: Kids' Colouring Page!

