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Celebrating and supporting faith. hope and love
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Sunday Mass Readings
First Reading:
Isaiah 63:16-17, 64:1,3-8
Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 79 (80):2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel:
Mark 13:33-37
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Third Sunday of Advent is also known as
_______ Sunday. Can you explain why?

Events

learn a new song!
"The Advent Song"
(click here!)
Colour the Hope, Peace and Love candles in
purple, colour the Joy candle in pink (rose),
and the Jesus candle is white!

"The Light of Hope":
Carols from Glencomeragh House
Sun 20th December @ 7pm on the
Waterford & Lismore YouTube Channel
A Christmas Carol Service and Nativity
Story for all the family, presented by
Holy Family Mission and the Diocese
of Waterford and Lismore

Family Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we

THE TWO COMINGS OF CHRIST
This Sunday begins the new Church year. In the season of
Advent we are invited to wait for the coming of Jesus Christ. In
Advent we await two comings – the Second Coming of Christ and
the birth of Christ. The Church awaits the end before the
beginning. We await the Second Coming before the First Coming.
What are these two Comings that we await in Advent? The
First Coming is the great joy when God, in the person of a baby, is
born in Bethlehem. It is the story we know so well. But what do
we await in this mysterious Second Coming of Christ? We are
asked to await the time when Jesus Christ will come to us again in
the splendour and glory of God. It is the moment of the
Apocalypse.
The word Apocalypse has frightening connotations yet, in
the Bible, the Apocalypse is a time of hope rather than despair. It
is a time of joy, not of sadness. When Jesus comes the second
time he will usher in his Kingdom which is one of love, peace and
harmony. But there are conditions attached. We need to be ready
as we are told in today’s Gospel. We need to be awake and alert,
as we do not know the time or the hour that Jesus will come to us
and so we must lead good Christian lives. We must wait.
The Gospel calls us to be attentive to the presence of God.
The returning which the Gospel speaks of is not just the return of
Christ but also our returning to God. We need to examine our
lives in preparation for the celebration of Christ’s First Coming as a
baby and in anticipation for his Second Coming in glory.
By Fr John Harris

Check it out: Word on Fire
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Are you ready
for advent?

Our goal must be the infinite and not the
finite. The Infinity is our homeland. We
are always expected in Heaven.

Are you ready for Advent? Not just for
Christmas, but for Advent? Check out
this week's video to see what Advent is
all about, and get some tips on how to do
Advent well! Let's raise our mind to
heavenly things, and what Christmas
really offers us!

Watch "Advent in 2 Minutes"

Bishop Robert Barron is an author, speaker, theologian, and founder of Word on Fire, a global media ministry.
Word on Fire reaches millions of people by utilising the tools of new media to draw people into or back to the
Catholic Faith. Check out the Word on Fire videos, podcasts, blogs and more!

