You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts
are restless until they rest in You. - St Augustine -

Christians believe that God has a unique plan for each person, a calling, specifically for each one of us. Another word
for a calling is vocation. In the past, people only spoke about vocations when referring to priests or religious, like
brothers or nuns. Now we understand that vocation is broader than that. You may have a calling to priesthood or
religious life. Or you may be called to married life. You may be called to single life. Maybe you're called to be a doctor,
or a teacher, or an engineer, or a salesperson, or an office worker. God's ultimate plan for each one of us is that we
become saints, that we are holy and fulfil the maximum of his plan for us here on earth so we can enjoy eternal
happiness with Him in Heaven. We achieve this by living out whatever calling God has for each of us, by offering up
our lives for His greater glory. If you're called to be a teacher, be the best teacher you can be. If your vocation is to be
a mom or dad, be the absolute best parent you can be! If your vocation right now is to be a student, be the best
student you can be. God calls some people to priesthood or religious life. This is an amazing life of service to others!
The idea can be daunting at first, but remember, whatever God is calling us to, that is His plan for the absolute
maximum of our happiness!

DO YOU THINK OF YOUR LIFE THIS WAY?
IF NOT, WHAT DIFFERENCE WOULD IT MAKE IF YOU DID?

THOMAS MERTON VOCATION PRAYER o

MY LORD GOD, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of
me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and
the fact that I think that I am following your will does not mean that I am
actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please
you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never
do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me
by the right road though I may know nothing about it.

Therefore will I trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of
death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face
my perils alone.

FOLLOW ON ACTIVITIES:

NOTICE JESUS KNOCKING ON THE §5
DOOR, WHICH IS OVERGROWN wITH o

« Pray for your local priest and don't be afraid
to step up and help out where you can in your
. « If you know any Priests, Religious Brothers or
-‘ Sisters, ask them to share their vocation story
u « Watch: "Do we need priests?" on the Paving
the Way Home YouTube Channel
@ information on priestly and religious
vocations for men and women.
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with you! Pray for them in their vocation!
o Check out Vocations Ireland website for
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuhYZrn4flo
https://www.stpauls.co.uk/history-collections/the-collections/collections-highlights/the-light-of-the-world
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%203%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-p248PbTbhc
https://vocationsireland.com/
https://www.stpauls.co.uk/history-collections/the-collections/collections-highlights/the-light-of-the-world
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%203%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%203%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.stpauls.co.uk/history-collections/the-collections/collections-highlights/the-light-of-the-world
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A
WATCH THE DIOCESE OF WATERFORD & LISMORE VOCATIONS
VIDEO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW

How does Bishop Alphonsus Cullinan define a vocation? THE PRIESTHOOD IS
A vocation is a from God to live a particular in life. THE LOVE OF THE
Fr Shane O'Neill comments that as well as God giving us the vocation, he also HEART OF GOD.
gives us the by which we discern what that is and how STJOHN VIANNEY
we are to it.

prophet and king. Ordained priests who can administer the sacraments are known as the "ministerial

@ All Christians by virtue of baptism are called to the "common priesthood": imitating Jesus as priest,
priesthood". How does Bishop Alphonsus explain how a priest lives out his ministerial priesthood?

~ il
\l» » @ What initially discouraged Fr Billy Meehan from considering priesthood? : @\ )
©

What did he decide he wanted to be after his Leaving Cert? .
"YOU WERE NOT

MADE FOR COMFORT: @ Fr Shane describes the essence of the vocation to priesthood as "nothing less than a man

YOU WERE MADE FOR laying down his life Fpr Jesus .Christ.” He explains that a man who serves Jesus ag a prigst
GREATNESS!" lays down all of hIS. FacuIFles, F}j — , a and his entire
BENEDICT XVI In service of Jesus and others. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS IN THE

What kind of gifts / talents / personality traits DIOCESE OF WATERFORD & LISMORE
o] could a priest really use in the service of God and Lord Jesus,
ACTS 1:8 = others today do you think? you have told us that
"YOU SHALL BE . "The harvest is great, but the labourers are
.\ ® few. Pray therefore, the Lord of the harvest
MY WITNESSES. L4 to send labourers into his fields.” (Lk 10:2)

We ask you, Lord, to send labourers into
h According to Fr Shane, where does a priest's power come from? your fields, which are awaiting holy
== ? priests, heroic missionaries, dedicated
brothers and sisters. We pray in particular

Although taking the first step to answering God's call to  for vocations to Priesthood and Religious

) priesthood might be daunting, what encouragement do John  Life in our Diocese of Waterford & Lismore.

9)  (seminarian) and Fr Shane offer at the end? Enkindle in the hearts of our young people

the grace and courage to hear and answer
your call. May they respond with

generosity, freedom and joy. May their

@ After watching the video, what do you think is the ives serve as a witness to the fact that our
‘q most challenging part of being a priest today? deepest joy is to be found in you alone.
"DONOTBEAFRAID. U Grant that Christian families may
encourage and affirm such vocations, and
OPEN WIDE THE DOORS that they may desire to give to your
TO CHRIST! =~ After watching the video, what do you think is the most ~ Church helpers in proclaiming the Good
- ST JOHN PAULII '1@ fulfilling part of being a priest today? News to the world of tomorrow.

f For more info on vocations in the Diocese of
s w\N\N Waterford & Lismore, check out the website
N at www.waterfordlismore.ie/priesthood/

- GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY ASCEND YOUTH MINTSTRY (DIOCESE OF WATERFORD & LISMORE) -



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VU6exeDREvI&list=PLxXJqscRlfcBHOmwtTw_S3op3ySSeUM9S&index=12&t=4s
https://www.waterfordlismore.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Vocations-Novena-2020-1.pdf
https://waterfordlismore.ie/priesthood/

