Mark 12:38-44
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Each of you should give
what you have decided in
your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7

have you ever wondered why there are collections at Mass? what is the money used for?
What are subscriptions to sports or other clubs used for?

Watch jackie Francois angel explain tithing in this her video:
"why we tithe" and reflect on the questions that follow:

6:46 mins

did you know that the book of deuteronomy states that jews were to give one tenth of
their earnings to god? And that Catholics today are still asked to tithe today?
Does that seem like a lot? discuss your opinions

What realisation did Jackie have at age 18 that led her to begin tithing?

What does the word tithe actually mean?
What are Catholics required to assist with (rather than simply looking at percentages)?

What three T's does Jackie mention that we can give?

The Precepts of the Church are the
minimum effort we must make in
prayer and in living a moral life.
Click here to see the 5 precepts
Also check out Canon Law 222

Why does Jackie think our money is the hardest one for
us to part with? What do we not trust? Do you agree?
Name two practical steps Jackie and her husband Bobby make to tithe?

What kind of things should Catholics *discern in relation to tithing?

Why do you think God cares whether we give cheerfully or not? Why does it matter?
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- Ascend Youth Ministry (Diocese of Waterford & Lismore) -

*Discernment:
a decision-making
process that honours
the place of God's
Will in our lives.
Click here to learn
more!

Disclaimer: On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant,
Ascend Youth Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers. While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have
no control over the content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

Be a cheerful giver!

Mark 12:38-44

Think about the Three T's!

brainstorm

Time: How much free time do you have each day, each weekend? How do you spend
this time? Could you put some time aside to get involved in your parish, or with a charity?
Talents: What are the things you enjoy doing? What are your skills? Is there a way you
can put these to use for the good of others, not just yourself?
Treasure: What money do you have? Do you have a job and you are earning? Do you get
pocket-money, or earn money for doing chores at homes? How do you spend that money?
Can you put some aside each week?

What practical suggestions can you make for someone your age to get involved in their parish and
local community? Check out the Pope John Paul II Awards for ideas too if you're aged 16-18, or
your local parish website/newsletter to see what is going on, or maybe what could be started!

Now Read Mark 12:38-44

We see in this passage the attention Jesus pays, not just to the smallest acts, but more so to
the intention behind them. Some tithed large amounts, and made sure everyone saw them,
yet this money was surplus to their needs anyway. The humble widow dropped her small
offering in, even though it was all that she had to live on, yet she did it with a generous
heart. God sees the heart, not just the outward appearance. Check 1 Sam 16:7.
Can you imagine the trust that widow had, that God would still provide for her, when she had nothing left? If you
have time, compare this story with 1 Kings 17:10-16 and reflect on how God is never outdone in generosity; He will
never abandon us. He's a loving Father who provides for His children. Let's pray for that confidence in faith!

can you remember the three traditional practices christians are encouraged to focus on during lent?

f

Prayer time!

Mission!

P
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take some time this week to examine the three t's in your own life. pray, asking god to
show to you how you can develop a more generous heart, one that trusts more in his
loving care. reflect too on how attached you are to material things; are there some
things in life you don't actually need and can do without? (homework doesn't count!)

Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you deserve, to
give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and
not to seek for rest, to labour and not to seek reward, except that of knowing
that I do your will. Amen. - St Ignatius of Loyola -

Create a playlist to listen to as you reflect on having a generous heart for god
Better (Pat Barrett)

I surrender (Lincoln Brewster)

I shall not want (Audrey Assad)

Take my Life (Chris Tomlin)
is the
Lamb (Hillsong)
Your Worthy
Promises
(Elevation
Worship)

O Come
(Elevation
Worship)
I will
offer to
upthe
myAltar
life (Matt
Redman)
At the
of the Cross
(Kathryn
Scott)
Prayer
forFoot
Generosity
(St Peter's
Prep Vox
Alumni)

9:46 mins
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Do you really trust God? (Fr Mark Mary)
Ascension Presents

Click the
links for the
YouTube videos
to listen to some
suggestions!

For the Cross
(Bethel Music)
The Blessing
(Kari Jobe)

9:56 mins

Revive: All or Nothing (the Life of Sr Clare Crockett)
Ascend YM / Holy Family Mission

- Ascend Youth Ministry (Diocese of Waterford & Lismore) -

Mark 12:38-44
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“There is no place for selfishness and no

to help you reflect on the three t's in your life, keep a record
this week of how you spend each of the following. At the end
of the week, see is there room for improvement anywhere!

place for fear! Do not be afraid, then,
when love makes demands. Do not be
afraid when love requires sacrifice”
St John Paul II

Jot down activities and amount of time or money spent

My Free Time

My money

My talents
/skills

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
remember to ask God to bless your week and provide opportunities to be a cheerful giver!
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