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Luke 15:1-3,11-32

Check out what 
Catechism of the 
Catholic Church  

saYS about the 
prodigal son

ccc 1439

...we are going to have a 
feast, a celebration, 

because this son of mine 
was dead and has come 
back to life; he was lost 

and is found.

Jesus was all about forgiveness – can you name some stories from 
the New Testament that back that statement up?

The Prodigal SOn

Read Luke 15:1-11-32 or watch an animated version here 
(The Parable of the Lost Son Bible Animation (Luke 15:11-32)

it can be a familiar story, and familiarity breeds contempt, right? let's look closer at some details...

Why was it so offensive for the younger son to ask for his inheritance?

How do you think the father saw him when he was still a long way off ?

Why was it particularly shameful for the son to end up working with pigs?

In today’s culture, what kind of behaviour would you 
expect the younger son to be involved in? 

What thoughts might have made it difficult for the son to return home and ask forgiveness?

What was the son’s life like when he cut himself off from his father?

What was his life like when he repented?

What details do you notice about the father in the passage?  
What do they teach us about the father’s heart, do you think?

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/1439.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJmPCz8wUeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJmPCz8wUeA


Jesus never wanted his parables to stay as stories, but he wanted us to find God
and ourselves in them:  Have I ever felt like the Prodigal Son? have Iever felt
like I have disappointed someone?  Have I ever turned away from God?  Have I
ever needed to ask for forgiveness? are there some specific areas of my life
where I need God’s forgiveness?  Can I go to confession this week?
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A r m s  o p e n  w i d e

Now Read Luke 15:1-11-32
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Br Malachy CFR: 
Running Away from God

Click the 
links for the

YouTube videos
to listen to some

suggestions!

Create a  playlist to listen to as you reflect on forgiveness this week

Father I have sinned - Fr Eugene O'Reilly

Still calls me son - John Waller

Lord have Mercy - MW SmithYou invite me in - Meredith Andrews

Prodigal - Sidewalk Prophets
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Luke 15:1-11-32

Fr Mary Mary CFR: 
We've all forgotten how to celebrate
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Act of Sorrow:  O my God, I thank you for loving me. I am sorry for 
all my sins: for not loving others, and not loving You. Help me to live 

like Jesus and not sin again. Amen.

We call the fourth Sunday of Lent Laetare Sunday, because it's a day to rejoice!  That might
seem a little odd in the middle of the pentitential season of Lent.  What do we have to
rejoice about? Giving up chocolate doesn't fill most people with joy!  Today's Gospel teaches
us exactly what our cause for rejoicing is: God's love and mercy!  No matter what we do, or

how far we turn from God, He is always waiting for us just to take one step back to Him, into His
arms open wide! This is our God!  This is our reason to rejoice!  Put yourself in the shoes of the
Prodigal Son for a moment - in the depths of misery, shame and worthlessness: he really couldn't
sink any lower.  All he wanted and hoped for was to be taken back as a servant, but he got so much
more than he could have dreamed of!  His father never stopped loving him, never stopped watching
and waiting for him, embraced him in his misery and filth and stench, welcomed him back into the
heart of the family and called a celebration to welcome him home.  And for the record, his love for
the eldest son was always unconditional too, even when he refused to welcome his brother back, or
didn't recognise the goodness in his father's heart all along. Let's rejoice in God's love for us today!

Prodigal - Casting Crowns

The Prodigal Song - Cory Asbury

Forgiven -  Sanctus Real

Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, 
Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical 

websites, we have no control over the content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

Imagine you are the prodigal son, or the father, or the eldest son in this story.  
How would you share the news on either Instagram, Snapchat or TikTok?

Get the word out! 

What do you think Jesus wants to teach us about His Father's heart?

Example:  #lostisfound Create some hashtags appropriate to the story.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwaMkMFGUiE&t=28s
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZe9PKK5-bjyd3cA0iCexLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3XYhW_VcoM
https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=7ee457365b58a447ed004cd962a88efa
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5AM0N9VS9JI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQITGt09aBQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMyHc1KJVog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1x-8U_FqVak&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EI5jsa3D5xo
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zt-lUMBWi30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOwdQf4kYRs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRKAXU1Fjic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRKAXU1Fjic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRKAXU1Fjic


In His Sandals
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Luke 15:1-3,11-32

Use your 
imagination to 
reflect on the

parable...

imagine you are the prodigal son in this parable.  Write a series of short diary entries
chronicling your thoughts and feelings throughout this entire episode.

prior to leaving home

the day you left

a week into your new life...party central!

the money is gone...

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NIV


i n  h i s  s a n d a l s Luke 15:1-11-32

Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, 
Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical 
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deciding to go home

arriving home

a year later...
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