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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT: LAETARE SUNDAY

Year C

Sunday Mass Readings
First Reading:
Joshua 5:9-12
Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 33(34):2-7
Second Reading:
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Gospel:
Luke 15:1-3,11-32

...we are going to have a feast, a
celebration, because this son of mine
was dead and has come back to life;
he was lost and is found.
Carl Bloch, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Hear
Grab your Bible and look up the Gospel reading.
Don’t have one? No worries, you can find this
week's readings online here.
Check out this video of the Gospel for children.

Pray
In the Gospel today we hear the very familiar
story of the Prodigal Son. It's good to look at
stories like this with fresh eyes, watching out for
details we may have missed. Today we invite
you to focus on the father's actions.
What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through
this piece of Scripture? How do these words
resonate with you personally?
Can you imagine how the father's heart must
have broken when his son asked for his
inheritance early?
Have I ever been
ungrateful?
Notice how the father saw his son from a
distance - he never stopped loving or
watching for his son's return. He never gave
up hope. Am I conscious of just how much
God the Father loves me and is ready to
forgive me?
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Talk

In this week's Gospel, we hear about the parable of
the Prodigal Son. Sometimes it's called the Lost Son
or even the Merciful Father.
Do you know what prodigal means? It means
wasteful. Am I wasteful with anything at home?
Do I look after my toys and belongings properly
or am I careless with them?
Think of 5 nice things someone has done for you
this week - did you show your gratitude for
them? It's never too late!
The eldest brother in the parable was very
jealous of his younger brother and couldn't
rejoice when he came home. Are we ever
jealous of someone in my family, thinking they
get more than me? How do we act when we're
jealous? What kind of things do we say?
How does Jesus want us to act instead?

Family Challenge!
Make a really special effort this week to be grateful:
have an attitude of gratitude! Be conscious of all the
small (and big!) things your family do for you and
make sure to say thanks! If you're tempted to complain
or feel jealous, think of 3 things to be grateful for
instead!

Kids'

Corner

Check out page 3 for a picture to
colour from this week's readings!

Mission:

Jesus teaches us in this parable that God is always
Week!
waiting to forgive us - we just need to turn back to Him! Song of the
If you've made your first confession, make sure to go to
al
the prodig
Confession during Lent. If you haven't made your first
confession, you can still tell God in your heart that you're son song
sorry and try not to sin again!
Please email us at faithathome@waterfordlismore.ie [or click the subscribe button]
if you would like to receive Faith@Home direct to your inbox each week!
"To the Heights" Post-Primary / Youth Version also available: click SUBSCRIBE /
email youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie

Privacy Notice: Please kindly note that by requesting receipt of the weekly newsletter, you are
agreeing to the Diocese using your name and email address for this purpose in accordance with data
protection requirements. The Diocese will not share your email address or use the address for any
other purpose, unless legally required to do so. If you wish to stop receiving the newsletter, please
email your request to faithathome@waterfordlismore.ie. We will delete your email address upon
receipt of such a request. If you have any queries, please contact us.

THE FRIENDSHIP AND MERCY OF GOD

The parable Jesus tells in today's Gospel is unique to the Gospel of Luke and
invites us to consider the depth of God's mercy and love.
In their interpretation and practice, observant Jews who shared table fellowship
with sinners would be made unclean. Jesus reaches out to sinners while they are
still sinners, inviting them to conversion through fellowship with him. Jesus is
God acting among us; by befriending us, he is inviting us to return to friendship
with God. Through friendship with Jesus, our sins are forgiven and we, in turn,
bear fruit for God. Recall last Sunday's Gospel and the barren fig tree.
We call this the parable of the lost son or the prodigal son. Any focus on the
younger son, however, must also be balanced by an examination of the unusual
behaviour of the father.
First we must imagine our first response to the audacity of a son who asks for
his inheritance before his father has died. Indignation would certainly be a
justifiable response to such a request. Yet the father in this parable agrees to
honour the son's request and divides his property among his two sons. How
might we describe such a father? Foolish comes to mind, but so does trusting.
Without property of his own, the father must rely upon his sons to provide for
his well-being.
The younger son takes his inheritance and leaves home. The older son remains,
continuing to provide for the father and the household. Having been disgraced by
the younger son, the father spends some time watching the road for the return
of the lost son. When he eventually sees his wayward son returning, the father
not only welcomes him but also runs out to greet him and then honours him
with a party. We say that this father is loving and forgiving. Yet these adjectives
only begin to describe the depth of love and mercy that characterize the father.
We find no surprise in the anger of the older son. Yet the father appears sad and
even confused by the older son's indignation. He says in reply that they should
celebrate because the lost son had returned. The father is filled with gratitude
and love for the older son's faithfulness. This love is in no way diminished by the
father's rejoicing at the return of the younger son. Yet the older son's jealousy
reveals his limited understanding of the depth of his father's love.
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a
Latin word that means “rejoice.” Today's Gospel describes the reason for our joy:
God's great love for us has been revealed in Jesus.
Adapted from Loyola Press - Sunday Connection

Check it out: Arise family Holiday Conference
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#lostisfound
#welcomehome
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We call the fourth Sunday of Lent Laetare Sunday,
because it's a day to rejoice! That might seem a little
odd in the middle of the pentitential season of Lent.
What do we have to rejoice about? Giving up chocolate
doesn't fill most people with joy! Today's Gospel
teaches us exactly what our cause for rejoicing is:
God's love and mercy! No matter what we do, or how
far we turn from God, He is always waiting for us just
to take one step back to Him, into His arms open wide!
This is our God! This is our reason to rejoice! Put
yourself in the shoes of the Prodigal Son for a
moment - in the depths of misery, shame and
worthlessness: he really couldn't sink any lower. All he
wanted and hoped for was to be taken back as a
servant, but he got so much more than he could have
dreamed of! His father never stopped loving him, never
stopped watching and waiting for him, embraced him
in his misery and filth and stench, welcomed him back
into the heart of the family and called a celebration to
welcome him home. And for the record, his love for
the eldest son was always unconditional too, even
when he refused to welcome his brother back, or didn't
recognise the goodness in his father's heart all along.
Let's rejoice in God's love for us today!
Jesus never wanted his parables to stay as stories,
but he wanted us to find God and ourselves in
them: Have I ever felt like the Prodigal Son? have
Iever felt like I have disappointed someone? Have I
ever turned away from God? Have I ever needed to
ask for forgiveness? are there some specific areas
of my life where I need God’s forgiveness? Can I go
to confession this week?

VIDEO: The Parable of the Lost Son Bible Animation
TUNE: You Invite Me In - Meredith Andrews
RESOURCE: Arms Open Wide

Lord, let us turn back with
all our hearts to you this
Lent, confident that You
await us with a loving
embrace. Amen
Medjugorje Night at Glencomeragh House:
Thursday April 7th beginning with Rosary at 8pm,
followed by Mass and Adoration.
One-Day Healing and Renewal Retreat for
Married Couples of All Ages: Sun 10th April,
10am - 4pm, Holy Family Mission, Glencomeragh
House. €75 per couple including three course
dinner, teas and coffees. Booking essential. For
more
info:
(052)
6133181
or
info@holyfamilymission.ie
Silent Retreat preached by: Fr. Kilian Byrne, Foyer
of Charity at Glencomeragh House, April 18-24,
Cost €380 full board. Contact Helen 086
1678027/ hellywilliams@gmail.com
Arise Family Conference: A Catholic family
conference will be held in Tramore from 17th to
22nd April. Booking essential. More details at
www.arisefamilyconference.ie

Join with other families to celebrate the joy of Easter in the beautiful Tramore, Co. Waterford. Starting on Easter
Sunday evening and going through to Friday 22nd, there will be an extensive programme of talks, workshops,
seminars, social events and activities for all the family. There will be Holy Mass each day. Book via the Arise
website: www.arisefamilyconference.ie and find a list of local accommodation

Faith@Home: Kids' Corner Colouring Page!
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Luke 15:1-3,11-32

Can you retell the story of the Prodigal Son?

Luke 15:1-3,11-32

Check out what
Catechism of the
Catholic Church
saYS about the
prodigal son
ccc 1439
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...we are going to have a
feast, a celebration,
because this son of mine
was dead and has come
back to life; he was lost
and is found.

Jesus was all about forgiveness – can you name some stories from
the New Testament that back that statement up?

The Prodigal SOn
Read Luke 15:1-11-32 or watch an animated version here
(The Parable of the Lost Son Bible Animation (Luke 15:11-32)

it can be a familiar story, and familiarity breeds contempt, right? let's look closer at some details...
Why was it so offensive for the younger son to ask for his inheritance?
Why was it particularly shameful for the son to end up working with pigs?
In today’s culture, what kind of behaviour would you
expect the younger son to be involved in?

What thoughts might have made it difficult for the son to return home and ask forgiveness?

How do you think the father saw him when he was still a long way off ?

What was the son’s life like when he cut himself off from his father?

What was his life like when he repented?
What details do you notice about the father in the passage?
What do they teach us about the father’s heart, do you think?
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- Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry (Diocese of Waterford & Lismore) -

Disclaimer: On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant,
Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers. While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical
websites, we have no control over the content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

Arms open wide

Luke 15:1-11-32

What do you think Jesus wants to teach us about His Father's heart?

Get the word out!
Imagine you are the prodigal son, or the father, or the eldest son in this story.
How would you share the news on either Instagram, Snapchat or TikTok?

Create some hashtags appropriate to the story. Example: #lostisfound

Now Read Luke 15:1-11-32

Prayer time!

Mission!

We call the fourth Sunday of Lent Laetare Sunday, because it's a day to rejoice! That might
seem a little odd in the middle of the pentitential season of Lent. What do we have to
rejoice about? Giving up chocolate doesn't fill most people with joy! Today's Gospel teaches
us exactly what our cause for rejoicing is: God's love and mercy! No matter what we do, or
how far we turn from God, He is always waiting for us just to take one step back to Him, into His
arms open wide! This is our God! This is our reason to rejoice! Put yourself in the shoes of the
Prodigal Son for a moment - in the depths of misery, shame and worthlessness: he really couldn't
sink any lower. All he wanted and hoped for was to be taken back as a servant, but he got so much
more than he could have dreamed of! His father never stopped loving him, never stopped watching
and waiting for him, embraced him in his misery and filth and stench, welcomed him back into the
heart of the family and called a celebration to welcome him home. And for the record, his love for
the eldest son was always unconditional too, even when he refused to welcome his brother back, or
didn't recognise the goodness in his father's heart all along. Let's rejoice in God's love for us today!

Jesus never wanted his parables to stay as stories, but he wanted us to find God
and ourselves in them: Have I ever felt like the Prodigal Son? have Iever felt
like I have disappointed someone? Have I ever turned away from God? Have I
ever needed to ask for forgiveness? are there some specific areas of my life
where I need God’s forgiveness? Can I go to confession this week?

Act of Sorrow: O my God, I thank you for loving me. I am sorry for
all my sins: for not loving others, and not loving You. Help me to live
like Jesus and not sin again. Amen.
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Click the
links for the
YouTube videos
to listen to some
suggestions!

You invite me in - Meredith Andrews

Lord have Mercy - MW Smith

Still calls me son - John Waller

The Prodigal Song - Cory Asbury

Forgiven - Sanctus Real

Prodigal - Sidewalk Prophets

Prodigal - Casting Crowns

Father I have sinned - Fr Eugene O'Reilly

Br Malachy CFR:
Running Away from God

8:53 mins

10:43 mins

Create a playlist to listen to as you reflect on forgiveness this week

Fr Mary Mary CFR:
We've all forgotten how to celebrate

- Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry (Diocese of Waterford & Lismore) -

