
FAITHFAITH Diocese of Waterford & Lismore

First Reading:  

Isaiah 135:1-6,10
Responsorial Psalm: 

Psalm 145(146): 6-10
Second Reading: 

James 5:7-10
Gospel: 

Matthew 11:2-11

P r a yP r a y

Grab your Bible and look up the Gospel reading.
Don’t have one? No worries, you can find this
week's readings  online here. 
Check out this video on the readings for children.
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Find us on Facebook

Subscribe to us on YouTube

T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T  ( G A U D E T E  S U N D A Y )
www.waterfordlismore.ie
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Family Challenge!Family Challenge!

Sunday Mass Readings

"...happy is the man who does
not lose faith in Me.""

“Between the Two Thieves,”  Ioannis Mosko, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Follow us on Instagram!

"TO THE HEIGHTS" YOUTH EDITION ALSO AVAILABLE

In the Gospel today we hear Jesus speak to
followers of John the Baptist, with a
message for John who is now in prison.
What is the Holy Spirit saying to you
through this piece of Scripture? How do
these words resonate with you personally?
“Are you the one who is to come, or should
we expect someone else?”  Is our idea of
Jesus the same as the reality He presents in
the Gospel?  Do I pray with an expectant
faith in Jesus?  Do I recognise signs of Him
at work in my life already?
Do I find myself bogged down with the
problems of life and on the news? Do I
consciously look for caring acts and
generous hearts, signs of God's Kingdom? 
 Do I speak about these things to others to
build up an atmosphere of joy and hope?

This Sunday is Gaudete Sunday and we light
the pink candle as a symbol of joy! What
gives our family joy?  How do we bring joy
to others?
Sometimes when we listen to the news, all we
hear are sad stories, stories of war and
violence, of unemployment and difficulties. 
 Let's pray for those who are struggling, that
they will find joy in their lives too.  Let's
thank God for all the things we've mentioned
that bring us joy!

In today's readings we hear Jesus speak about his
cousin John to some of John's followers.
Discuss the following as a family:

Together as a family, look through the newspaper or
news articles online for signs of hope that God is at
work in our world, or share stories of what you have
seen family, friends and neighbours do that show us
God's love is real and active in our world!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3l_q43qxy8
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources


To the Heights Youth Newsletter available also.
 

Faith@Home Newsletter (faithathome@waterfordlismore.ie)                   WEEKLY
"To the Heights" Youth Newsletter (youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie)   WEEKLY
Check it Out! Diocesan Events Bulletin (events@waterfordlismore.ie)        FORTNIGHTLY

Have you subscribed yet to our Diocesan newsletters and events bulletin?   Receive them direct to your inbox!  
Click the Subscribe Button OR go to www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources

The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday.
Gaudete is the Latin word meaning “rejoice.” This Sunday is so
named because “Rejoice” is the first word in the entrance antiphon
for today's Mass taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord
always; again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near.” Some people mark
this Sunday on their Advent wreath with a pink candle instead of a
purple candle. This Sunday is a joyful reminder that our salvation is
near.
This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflection on the
person and message of John the Baptist. Last week we heard John
speak about his relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. This
week, we hear Jesus' message to John the Baptist, now in prison,
about the signs of the kingdom found in Jesus' ministry and Jesus'
assessment of John's role in the Kingdom of God.
The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in chapter
14:3-12. In today's Gospel, John sends word to Jesus from prison,
asking if Jesus is the Messiah for whom he has been waiting. Jesus
responds by pointing to the miracles that he has worked and
invites John and the other hearers to make their own
determination. In his next breath, however, Jesus praises John for
his role in preparing the way for Jesus. Then Jesus says that all of
those who work for the Kingdom of God will be as great as John
and even greater.
Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom being
performed recalls the salvation described by the prophet Isaiah.
This passage is a reminder that the beginning of salvation is already
mysteriously present to us, but also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is
already in our midst as manifest in the miraculous deeds of Jesus
and in the Church. But salvation is also to be fulfilled in the coming
reign of God. Even as we observe our world today, we can find
glimpses of God's work among us. Even more, we help to prepare
the way for God's kingdom by our words and our deeds. This
message is indeed a cause for rejoicing.

Check it out:

How are you Christmas preparations going for you?  
Shopping done? Outfits planned? Events in the
diary? Decorations up? Or is it all still a muddle?
Does it even feel like you're approaching Christmas
yet?  Sometimes it all gets so busy doesn't it, and
other things like exams and visits and more
mundane jobs get in the way of excitement and joy.  
Maybe it's even stressful, or a lonely time of year for
you if you have lost someone you dearly loved. 
Today is Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday we're called
to pause and reflect on joy in the Advent season -
because Christmas is the season of Joy: Joy
Incarnate was born at Christmas time, and that's a
good thing to remember in the midst of a dark and
dreary month of December!  It's a hard thing to
remember though when we see so much suffering
around us in our own communities and in the
world at large.  But today we can hit the pause
button and take a good look around us to choose
to find the joy!
In today's Gospel Jesus asked John the Baptist's
disciples to look for signs of His Kingdom - to see
the Good News already present through His
actions.  We can do the same thing in our own
world. Make a conscious effort this week to notice
goodness and kindness around you, and to bring
that joy to others too! Make your heart a joyful place
for Jesus this Christmas time.

Make room in your heart 
for God to write His story.

 Casting Crowns

Loyola Press Sunday Connection

Catholic all year blog

What would your life look like if you lived out

the traditions of the Catholic Liturgical Year?

Blessing of Roses for the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe  
12 December, Holy Family Mission. Rosary at
7.30pm, Mass at 8pm. You are invited to bring
roses to be blessed!

Advent Reflections in the Diocese: 
Minella Hotel Clonmel, 7.30pm, 12 Dec, ‘Waiting
through Advent, with Mary’ – Gemma Mulligan

Faith Formation For Adults:  Tuesdays during
Advent. St Mary's Cahir Parish Hall. 6.30 - 7.30
For more info: cahirshm@homeofthemother.org

REnewal Rosary Making Workshop for RE
Teachers. Practical workshop on how to make
twine rosaries with your students, plus other
rosary resources, 25 Feb, 11am - 1pm. For
more info email events@waterfordlismore.ie
Register before Dec 15th to facilitate ordering of
materials.

www.dynamiccatholic.com

Advent: More than a Chocolate Calendar
(Fr Mike Schmitz)
Make Room (Casting Crowns)

Catholic All-Year teaches families how to bring
liturgical seasons and celebrations into their
homes. With free Downloads as well as paid
subscriptions, there is a wealth of fun and
faith-filled activities for every season of the
liturgical year here!

Advent Lectio Divina. Thursday nights (Dec 8th,
15th, 22nd) 7.15 - 8.00pm, St Joseph & Benildus
Parish Centre. Join for a cuppa and prayer. Join
via Zoom also: Link 84105354648

https://forms.gle/aQdmztmm3BmTrgKF6
https://catholicallyear.com/
https://www.instagram.com/catholicallyear/
https://www.facebook.com/catholicallyear
https://watch.formed.org/catholic-all-year-with-kendra-tierney
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew14.htm#v3
https://www.pinterest.ie/kendra_tierney/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9h4I6aW2pw
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/third-sunday-of-advent-cycle-a-sunday-connection/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SA-gx-PWB0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SA-gx-PWB0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUFSxt7qkNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUFSxt7qkNw


Christmas Lent

Ordinary TimeEaster

Lord Jesus, thank you for all the 
things that bring me joy and make me 
smile!

What colour is the priest's chasuble today? 
Colour it in!

Our Lady of Guadalupe
12 December

Happy is the man who does not lose faith in Me.

Tick the box for the correct liturgical season!
Advent

Today we light 

FAITHFAITH

Let's dive in!Let's dive in!
Activities for Children! www.waterfordlismore.ie

Check out this video from Kids Catholic 
Media on this Sunday's readings.

blind
deaf
Good
Jesus
John
prison

prophet

Third Sunday of Advent - Year A "Faith@Home" Family Newsletter & 
"To the Heights" Youth Newsletter also available

Can you find these words 
from the Gospel in the 

wordsearch?

our third Advent candle - pink
is the colour for JOY in our
Advent wreath! Make a big
effort to be joyful today and
this whole week, and not
complain or be impatient!
Jesus is the reason for our
Joy - let's keep focused on
Him!

Sounding 
Joy
(Elie 

Holcomb)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3l_q43qxy8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbPxx0jdo_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMCKyfO2X8Y&vl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbPxx0jdo_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jthLvNgmFjA
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jthLvNgmFjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jthLvNgmFjA
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JOY


