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Family Challenge!Family Challenge!

FAITHFAITH Diocese of Waterford & Lismore

Matthew 28:16-20

Grab your Bible and look up the Gospel reading.
Don’t have one? No worries, you can find this
week's readings  online here. 
Check out this video on the readings for children.
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Find us on Facebook

Subscribe to us on YouTube

T H E  A S C E N S I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D

www.waterfordlismore.ie

Sunday Mass Readings

"Go, therefore, make
disciples of all nations..."

image: canva.com

Follow us on Instagram!

"TO THE HEIGHTS" YOUTH EDITION ALSO AVAILABLE

What is the Holy Spirit saying to you
through this piece of Scripture? How do
these words resonate with you personally?
Put yourself in the shoes of the Apostles that
day: how would you feel hearing the mission
Jesus is assigning to you?
Do you ever feel ill-equipped to be a witness
for Jesus? Do you feel you lack the skills or
gifts necessary? Spend some time in prayer
thanking God for the gifts He has given you
and considering the promise that He will
give you everything you need at the
appointed time: "God does not call the
equipped - he equips the called!"

In the Gospel today we hear about Jesus giving
His apostles the Great Commission.

First Reading:  

Responsorial Psalm: 

Second Reading: 

Gospel: 

Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 46(47): 2-3, 6-9

Ephesians 1:17-23

This week, think about all the people who have
helped you to grow in faith. Why not make a list
of them all as a family, and write them down,
and keep them in a visible place. Pray a daily
prayer of thanksgiving for them, asking God to
bless them!

This is often seen as the start of the church,
when Jesus asked His apostles to go not just
to the Jewish people in the Holy Land, but to
all nations, to people everywhere!
Did you know that the family is called the
domestic church?  That's the first place we
should learn about our faith.  What have you
learned about God and your faith from people
in your family?  Are there any particular
ways your family expresses your faith?
If you are away from your family, you know
they are still with you in some way. Jesus
promised to be with His apostles (and us!)
always. How can we tune into that?

In today's Gospel we hear Jesus telling His
apostles to go and make disciples of all nations.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1SpNKkeOAGY
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources


Check out our To the Heights Youth Newsletter

Faith@Home / Let's Dive In Newsletters (faithathome@waterfordlismore.ie) WEEKLY
To the Heights Youth Newsletter (youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie)         WEEKLY
Check it Out! Diocesan Events Bulletin (events@waterfordlismore.ie)            FORTNIGHTLY

Have you subscribed yet to our Diocesan newsletters and events bulletin?   Receive them direct to your inbox!  
Click the Subscribe Button OR go to www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources

Today’s Gospel is taken from the conclusion of the Gospel of Matthew.
Matthew’s Gospel quickly moves from the disciples’ discovery of Jesus’
empty tomb, to Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary, to the commission that Jesus gives his disciples in today’s Gospel.
The Final Commission, as this Gospel is sometimes called, is given on the
mountaintop. Throughout Scripture, the most important events happen
on the mountaintop, and Matthew has used this motif throughout his
Gospel. Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Peter, James, and John had seen
Jesus transfigured on the mountaintop (Matthew 17:1-8). Also in the
Gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught the crowds from the mountaintop in
what we now call the Sermon on the Mount.
Here we are told that the eleven disciples go the mountaintop in Galilee,
as Jesus had instructed through Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (cf.
Matthew 28:9-10). They see Jesus, and both worship and doubt at the
same time. Jesus approaches them and commissions them to baptize
and teach, "to make disciples of all nations." It is a task which Jesus had
previously prepared his disciples for; recall that Jesus had sent the twelve
apostles to preach the Kingdom of God and to heal (cf. Matthew 10:1-
15). However, earlier the Twelve were sent only to the House of Israel; in
this Final Commission, the eleven are told to go to "all nations." The
mission of Jesus is now to be taken to all people; the task now is to
baptize and to teach.
Jesus commissions his disciples to baptize in the name of the Trinity, one
of the clearest attestations found in Scripture for baptism in the name of
the Trinity. In the Acts of the Apostles and in the Letters of Paul, baptism
is more frequently offered "in the name of Jesus."
The ending of Matthew’s Gospel can be understood as the beginning of
the Church. Jesus commissions his disciples to continue to teach in his
name and to bring others into the community of disciples through
baptism. The Gospel ends, as it had begun, with the promise that Jesus
will continue to be Emmanuel, "God with us" (cf. Matthew 1:23), for all
eternity.

Check it out:

In every age God raises up
saints who best exemplify the
virtues so needed in their day. 

taken from Loyola Press Sunday Connection

Can you imagine the rollercoaster journey the
Apostles were on from Jesus' passion and death, to
His resurrection, then His Ascension and the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost? It was never
crystal clear to them what was coming next: they
didn't get a detailed plan - just a mission.
And what a mission it was! To spread the Good
News to the far ends of the earth! Some task for
such a small group, and yet they achieved it,
through the power of the Holy Spirit working within
them, filling them with courage, to go and be
witnesses: to live like Jesus, to look like Jesus, to love
like Jesus so that others could encounter Jesus in
and through them.
That's the same mission we have today as
Christians. If I was accused of being a follower of
Christ, would there be enough evidence to convict
me? Christians have the greatest news the world
has ever known, and the exact news that needs to
be shared with those who are depressed, lonely,
struggling, frustrated, suffering, grieving - and yet if
we don't share it, who will? We don't have to worry
about the how: the Holy Spirit will provide the
opportunities and the words: God doesn't call the
equipped, He equips the called!

You will be presented with opportunities this week
to be a joyful witness to the Christian faith: how will
you use them? Will you offer to pray for or with
someone? Will you mention the name of Jesus to
them? Will you serve humbly and cheerfully? Will
you put others before yourself?

Radio Maria Greenway Cycle Fundraiser:   Saturday 17th
June.  9.45am meeting in Dungarvan - Mass - Tea & Coffee -
Leisure Cycle - Lunch - Return to Dungarvan 4pm finish.  For
more info contact Mary Hooton at 087 9870666 or Liz at
promoter@radiomaria.ie

World Youth Day: The Diocese of Waterford & Lismore is
inviting young people from the diocese aged 18 – 35 to join
us on Pilgrimage to Lisbon for World Youth Day, 31 July - 8
August 2023. €895. Limited spaces. Join over a million
young people from all over the world for an unforgettable
experience! Zoom Info Session: Thurs 18th May at 7.30pm,
Meeting ID 840 9562 5229 |  Passcode WYD23  More info
on  www.waterfordlismore.ie/pilgrimages

Campa Mhuire Mháthair Catholic Summer Camps
for Primary School Children: Ardmore and Tramore in
July. (Also in Ballina, Killarney and Mitchelstown).  Music,
Action Songs, Arts & Crafts, Games, Prayer and a whole
lot of fun! More info on
https://www.holyfamilymission.ie/campa-mhuire-
mhathair/ 

Hillsong: To the Ends of the Earth

Mount Melleray Abbey
Mount Melleray Abbey is a community of
Cistercian (Trappist)monks. The monastery is
situated on the slopes of the Knockmealdown
mountains in County Waterford, Ireland. Visit the
beautiful grounds, or join the monks with their
livestream on Facebook for Adoration and Liturgy
of the Hours.  Check the website for further
information on daily timetable, Pilgrim Loop Walks,
the Guesthouse, Coffee Shop, Thought for the Day.  
Mass is at 7:45am on weekdays and at 10:30am on
Sundays

Be my Witness (Fr Mike Schmitz)

https://forms.gle/aQdmztmm3BmTrgKF6
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/pilgrimages
https://www.holyfamilymission.ie/campa-mhuire-mhathair/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQnSHm1NTQc
https://mountmellerayabbey.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MountMellerayAbbey
https://twitter.com/MountmellerayIE
https://www.flickr.com/photos/96305082@N07/

