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Gaudium et Spes: Joy and Hope!

Cardinal Francis Xavier Van Thuan

resource pack for 

post-primary 

schools / youth 

groups
- Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry (Diocese of Waterford & Lismore) -

http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry


This resource book is designed to celebrate the life of Venerable 
CardinalFrançois-Xavier Nguyễn Văn Thuận, an incredible example 

for believers everywhere.
 

Feel free to use whatever elements of this resource you feel best 
suit the ability and age of the young people you teach / work with.

1.5 explore the presence of religious themes in contemporary culture through an examination of art, music, literature or film
1.8 describe the role of prayer in the lives of people of faith
1.12 synthesise and consider the insights gained about how people express and live out their beliefs, religious or otherwise
2.8 present stories of individuals or groups in the history of two major world religions that have had a positive impact on the lives of
people because of their commitment to living out their beliefs.
2.9 describe how the faith of a believer can change at different stages in life
3.1 examine different sources of values and ways in which the values of a person relate to their everyday choices, their relationships,
and their responsibilities to others
3.2 reflect upon and discuss what it means to be moral, why people living in society need to be moral and what are the influences on
and the sources of authority for a person's moral decision-making

The great questions concerning the goal and purpose of life,
the meaning of good and evil and the experience of
suffering. 

Examples of people whose lives are influenced by their faith. 
The role of religious faith in Ireland today

Why be moral?  Influences on moral principles: peers, family,
media, culture, religion, etc.  
The role of religion in informing conscience?

The Christian understanding of sin and reconciliation

 Examples of moral decision-making in action.
The role of religion in moral decision-making.

Section A: The Search for Meaning
Topic 1: Contemporary expressions of the search for meaning. 

Topic 3: The meaning of suffering and evil as understood by a
religious perspective.  

Section D: Morality in Action
Topic 1: Becoming Moral

Topic 2: Morality and Religious Belief:  

Topic 3: Moral Dilemmas

Links to Junior CYcle REligious education Learning Outcomes

Links to Leaving Certificate Non-Exam framework for Religious education

Junior Cycle REligious education - CBA 1: A Person of Commitment
During a period of three weeks, with support/guidance by the teacher, students will research and report on a person whose religious
beliefs or worldview have had a positive impact on the world, past or present.

My image of God.
Images of God in art/music/literature & contemporary culture. 

Implications of images of God for life.
Signs and rituals– special moments of God’s presence.

Exploring prayer as a need to communicate with God.
Examples of prayer from different religious traditions.
Sacred spaces

The human need for reflection in a busy world
The use of sacred and inspirational texts in meditation

Stories that carry meaning and have transformative power.

Where is God speaking today?
All part of God’s story? 
The student’s story

Section E: God-Talk
Topic 1: My Image of God 

Topic 3: God "in the bits'n'pieces of the everyday": 

Section G: Celebrating Faith
Topic 2: Prayer 

Topic 3: Meditation and Contemplation   

Section H: Story
Topic 1: Story

Topic 3: God's unfolding Story 

Disclaimer:  Throughout this resource you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, Ascend
Youth & Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers. If you come across any external links that don't work, we would be grateful if
you could report them to us at youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie. While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have no control over the content and
nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

Resource pack Produced by Ascend: Waterford and Lismore Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

Website:  www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry  
Follow us: 
Email: youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie
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"Looking at the past 
to lament it is useless. 
Looking at the past to 
be proud of results is 
dangerous. Looking 
at the past to learn 

from it is wise.”
 

Cardinal Van Thuan
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In his early time in prison, he was confined in an extremely
narrow space without windows, suffocating with heat and
humidity, often finding it difficult to breathe. 
In his own words: “They tortured me by leaving me under lights day
and night for ten days and then depriving me of all light for long
periods. One day in the darkness I noticed a tiny hole through which
the light shone. From then on I used put my nostrils there to breathe
more easily.
Whenever there were floods snakes used to invade my cells and
sometimes climb my legs to avoid the water…. I had not toilet but
since I received hardly any food I had little need of one…. Prayer
saved my life. In moments of great suffering, sometimes when I
wanted to pray I could not. I was desperately tired, sick and hungry…
often I was tempted to despair and rebellion. But the Lord always
helped me."

Cardinal Nguyen Van Thuan

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -

 "Jesus I will not 
wait. I will live 
the present 

moment and fill 
it with love."

m o d e r n  d a y  m a r t y r  &  p r o p h e t  o f  h o p e

What age were you 13 years ago?  
Can you remember what you were like that long ago?

Who was Cardinal Văn Thuan?

JCRE:   LO 1.8 / 2.2 / 2.8 / 2.9 / CBA1

SENIOr RE Non-Exam: a1 / a3 / d2 / g2 / h1/ h2

Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan was born on April 17, 1928 in Vietnam, the
eldest of 8 children. Thuan's family had been Catholic for generations, and
he was even related to martyrs in the past.   He was raised in a deeply
faithful environment, with his mother in particular being an incredible
example of faith, teaching her sons Bible stories, stories of Vietnamese
martyrs, the life and example of St Thérèse of Lisieux. She instilled in him
too the value of love and forgiveness, which he would so greatly need later
in life. Van Thuan loved his homeland of Vietnam dearly.
He was ordained a priest in 1953 and spent some time in parish life as well
as a hospital chaplain.

On August 15, 1975, he was put under house arrest by the Vietcong, a
Communist-led army and guerrilla force. His situation escalated when he was
taken without trial to a prison in North Vietnam where he would spent the next
13 years, nine of which were in solitary confinement. During his years of
imprisonment he wrote ‘The Road of Hope’, advice to all the Catholic Vietnamese
in Vietnam and abroad, by using scraps of paper from a calendar block he
received from some visitors before his solitary confinement.

He then moved to Rome where he was recognised as a
brilliant student and writer.  He later returned to Vietnam
where he was appointed Bishop in 1967. He chose as his
motto "Gaudium et Spes" (Joy and Hope), because he
desired to be an apostle of joy and hope.

Despite the brutal torture and dehumanization he suffered, Van Thuan always strove to love
the very prison guards who abused him. Initially his guards were changed very 15 days, but
the officials realised that he was converting these young jailers and so to avoid him
“contaminating” others decided to leave those five with him. These young men became
friends and students of Van Thuan, He spoke to them about his family, his travels. He taught
them English, French and Latin. Although religious symbols were prohibited, he convinced
one to bring him a little wood and he fashioned a cross. Another brought him some electric
wire and loaned him a pliers for four hours, to enable him to make a chain for his cross.
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Road of Hope: 
The Spiritual Journey of 
Cardinal Nguyen Van Thuan (Trailer)

"Even unto death" (Audrey Assad)
"Nearness" (Jenn Johnson)
"Raise a Hallelujah" (Bethel)
"While I'm Waiting" (John Waller)
"Remembrance" (Matt Maher)

Listen to and think about how they reflect the life 
and witness of Cardinal Van Thuan. Click the titles.

From all evil, Lord save your people.  From every sin, Lord, save your people.  From
everlasting death, Lord, save your people.  By your death and rising to new life,
Lord, save your people.  By your gift of the Holy Spirit, Lord, save your people.

Game-Changer Series: CArdinal Van Thuan: Modern-Day Martyr and Prophet of Hope

Look up Matthew 5:10-12- how does this quote 
relate to the life of cardinal van thuan?

You can be a game-changer like cardinal van thuan!

Prayer of 
Cardinal 

Van Thuan:

Cardinal Van Thuan initially struggled to pray in prison, until he realised how closely God was
with him, even in his darkest moments.  One prayer he particularly loved to recited was the
Litany of Saints, which he called his prayer for liberation:

Ask God for the grace to be able to forgive and love at all times.

Wear a cross / crucifix around you neck.

Post some quotes from Cardinal Van Thuan - he had a great
sense of humour and understanding of the human heart.

Make a commitment to prayer, even just 5 minutes a day.

Create a piece of artwork / video / poem / song inspired by his life!

Cloud of Witnesses:
Venerable Cardinal Francis Van Thuan

Game-Changer Playlist!

Now Watch The Lives of the Saints | Episode 4: Ven. Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan

3:
49
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Upon his initial arrest he was unable to take anything with him, but was
given permission the next day to write to his friends to ask them to bring
his clothes. He asked them to include some wine “as medicine for
stomach aches”. Using the wine and some tiny pieces of bread, Van Thuan
celebrated Mass in his tiny cell with three drops of wine and one drop of
water in his palm. “This was my altar, my cathedral.”

Archbishop Thuân was released from prison in 1988 and then exiled from his beloved homeland of
Vietnam in 1991. Pope John Paul II named him president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace
in 1998 and created him a cardinal in 2001. He died of cancer Sept. 16, 2002.Cardinal Van Thuan died in
2002 in Rome and was declared Venerable by Pope Francis in 2017.  In spite of the persecutions
imposed on the Church and on himself personally, he always lived and preached forgiveness and
reconciliation.

Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, Ascend Youth & Young Adult 
Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have no control over the content and nature of 

these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

What is your initial response to the life of Cardinal Van Thuan?
If you could ask himone question, what would it be?

1.
2.

I will live the present moment to the fullest.

I will discern between God and God's works.

I will hold firmly to one secret: prayer.

I will see in the Holy Eucharist my only power.

I will have only one wisdom: the science of the Cross.

I will remain faithful to my mission in the Church and for 

the Church as a witness of Jesus Christ.

I will seek the peace the world cannot give.

I will carry out a revolution by renewal in the Holy Spirit.

I will speak one language and wear one uniform: Charity.

I will have one very special love: The Blessed Virgin Mary.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Ten Rules of Life of Nguyễn Văn Thuận

Five Rules for My Life
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A10-12&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_U2dPDV41s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxXdfrrp1Ec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpzGkz6lgd0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fZ-tBR7LJ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAfp8vg4Jz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fZ-tBR7LJ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syKpkglSsdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03YWAhBzjYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syKpkglSsdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtA3rCishZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2XtRuPfaAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtA3rCishZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYkZE8AogDE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gjXBMC8-oM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=johgSkNj3-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVk7jhvhrLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=johgSkNj3-A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A10-12&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgw6QXYvei8
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Cardinal Nguyen Van Thuan

F i l l  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  C a r d i n a l  V a n  T h u a n :

Place of Birth:Date of birth:

Full Name:

Did his family practice their faith?

Aspects of the Catholic faith Cardinal Van Thuan particularly practiced:

What kind of Bishop was he?

How he used his life to spread the faith:

How he dealt with suffering:

Date of death:

Cause of death:

Examples of how Cardinal Van Thuan served others:

Canonised?

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -PA
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What's in a Name?

The name Francis is primarily a male name of Latin origin that means From France Or Free.  
How is this significant for the kind of person Cardinal Francis  Xavier Van Thuan was? 

St Francis de salesSt Francis Xavier

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -

St Francis of assisi

Do you know what your name means? If not, look it up!  
Do you think the meaning suits you? Explain

Do you know what the name Francis means?

"Do not fear, 
for I have 

redeemed you;
I have called you

by name; 
you are mine.  

Isaiah 43:1.

Meet some Other famous guys called francis!

Check out these Other Inspirational martyrs

St. Andrew Dung-Lac

Click the links to learn more about them.
What strikes you the most about their lives?

how can martyrs like these help and inspire young people today?  Reflect/discuss.

Click the links to learn more about them.
What strikes you the most about their lives?

St Maximilian Kolbe St Oliver Plunkett

Do you notice any similarities between their lives and Venerable Cardinal Van Thuan?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRvI9iYVcRU
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=50
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-francis-de-sales
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OGYfJUfhs0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgw6QXYvei8&t=31s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=porR6iT7PCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vM49y61Kx1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXEmrmOd4RA
https://grottonetwork.com/keep-the-faith/community/carlo-acutis/
https://www.catholicireland.net/saintoftheday/st-andrew-dung-lac-and-his-116-companion-martyrs-of-vietnam/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-oliver-plunkett
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=423
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wordsearch
Movie Poster

If you were to produce a movie based on the life of Cardinal Van 
Thuan, what would you call it, who would play the role of Van 
Thuan, what you include on a poster and why?   Create your poster 
in the space below.  Be prepared to explain your choices.
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wordsearchCardinal Van Thuan's Motto

Why would you choose that
particular motto? What would it
signify for you?

If you had to choose a motto to live
your life by, something really
meaningful that you could come
back to time and time again if you
drifted from your faith or your
ideals or principles, what would it
be?  

M y  m o t t o  f o r  l i f e

When a Bishop is elected they choose a motto and a
crest for their episcopacy.  
Cardinal Van Thuan chose the motto "Gaudium et
Spes" (Joy and Hope" when he became Bishop.
What relevance do you think this had for his life?

Create your own crest here with that 
motto (like the one above). Include symbols 

of what is important to you!
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wordsearch
Wordsearch

F ind  a l l  the  wor d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  C a r d i n a l  V a n  T h u a n  i n  the  wordsearch

Quick Fire Quiz!

Choose at least ten of the words / phrases in the list above and work as a
team to explain how they relate to the life of Cardinal Van Thuan as quickly
as you can.  Who can explain the most words?

Bishop  |  calendar block  |  Cardinal  |  confinement  |  
contaminate | cross | darkness | electric wire | English | 

exiled | forgiveness | French | Gaudium et Spes  | guards  | 
homeland  | hope | house arrest | Latin | love | martyrs | 
Mass | medicine | mercy | palm | pliers | prayer | prison | 

snakes | solitary | Vietnam
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Dear Cardinal...
Cardinal Van Thuan continued to write to his people while in prison, using
scraps of paper from a calendar block. Writing down his thoughts helped him
to cope with his confinement, and he found a way to keep encouraging the
Vietnamese Catholics and remind them of the hope that Christians find in
Christ Jesus, even in the midst of darkness and persecution.
Reflect on his life and legacy in the format of a letter to Cardinal Van Thuan.
Maybe you could write about the challenges you face in your life, or the
questions his story raised for you, or any aspect of his story that you found
inspiring, or difficult to understand. The important thing is to respond
personally and honestly - whatever form that takes for you!

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -
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D o o d l e  P r a y e r
Click here for some

relaxing
instrumental music

Prayer moment

Allow yourself some space to sit and reflect.
You might prefer to play some music in the background, or just sit in silence.  

Reflect on the quote from Cardinal Van Thuan below, which helped him to 
love those who persecuted him, and pray with it.  

Allow ideas, thoughts and images that come to you as you pray to form part 
of your doodle prayer.  Maybe names will come to mind - people to pray for; 
or things in your life you feel you need to change; maybe situations you need 

to bring to God and ask for His help in will surface... 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide your heart and your thoughts. This is a particular

space you are creating for God in your life today. Speak, and listen.

You have 

the love of Christ 

in your heart. 

Love them 

as Jesus loves you"

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -

PA
G

E 
9

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GjE5V-n3YQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GjE5V-n3YQ


Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us

4:
42
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watch this video from Fr  Mike Schmitz "Forgiveness" and reflect on 
the questions that follow

What Forgiveness Means

Luke 6:27-38

Check out what 

Catechism of the 

Catholic Church  

saYS about forgiving 

others  

ccc 2838-2485
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What do you think are the hardest christian teachings to live out?

What does Fr Mike claim is one of the most radical teachings of Christianity?

What do you think forgiveness means? how do you know if you have forgiven someone?

“To love means loving the 
unlovable. To forgive means 

pardoning the unpardonable. 
Faith means believing the 
unbelievable. Hope means 

hoping when everything 
seems hopeless.”

GK Chesterton
 

What do we pray at the centre of the Our Father?

What forgiveness means (and what it doesn't mean!)
Forgiveness doesn't mean you're no longer ___________________________.
Forgiveness doesn't mean you have to be ______________ with this person again.
Forgiveness doesn't mean that you _______________________ them.

When you forgive, why do you not have to feel like you have forgiven someone?

When you forgive, why do you not have to feel like you are hurt anymore?

When you forgive, why do you not have to feel like you should trust them again?

We can understand FORGIVENESS in terms of JUSTICE.
Justice = what I ______________________________________ 
or what another person ___________________________.

In terms of forgiveness that means: 
"I'm not going to make you pay back 
what you owe me."

Retell the parable of the unforgiving servant in your own words:

Steps to forgiving someone:

(Justice) 

(Forgiveness) 

Write down:
Look at list and say:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZoyoFEmk3Vk
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p4s2a3.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiVjwlUO9Sc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVjXWd5TB0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZoyoFEmk3Vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiVjwlUO9Sc
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206%3A27-38&version=NIV


Are there people in your life that you struggle to forgive?  People who have
wronged you and hurt you?  People who owe you a debt, who have cost you
something in your life?  If you feel like you can start the process of
forgiveness, follow fr Mike's advice. If you struggle with that, begin by
praying for the grace to want to forgive them, and commit to that prayer.

- Ascend  Youth  &  Young Adult  Mini s try  (D ioce s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore)  -

Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant,
Ascend Youth Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have

no control over the content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

W h a t  f o r g i v e n e s s  m e a n s

Now Read Luke 6:27-38

Mi
ss
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n!
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Fr Mike Schmitz: Why is it so 
hard to forgive yourself?

Click the 
links for the

YouTube videos
to listen to some

suggestions!

Create a  playlist to listen to as you reflect on forgiveness

Love Your Enemies - Kyle Sigmon

O God Forgive Us - For King & Country
Bless those who curse - Robert MartinO Come to the Altar - Elevation Worship

From the Inside Out - Hillsong
Forgive - This Hope MusicForgiveness - Matthew West

Forgive our sins as we forgive - Koine Music
A Heart that Forgives - Kevin Levar Letting Go - Jeremy Camp

9:
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Witness of Mercy: The Story of 
Jennifer Trapuzzano6:

52
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Jesus, You are the source of all joy and peace. You know that there are areas of my life
and people in my life that have caused me pain, and it' can be difficult for me to forgive.
I'm not sure if right now I even want to forgive. But I pray now for the grace to want to
let your healing into my life. To make room for Your healing, I know there are things I
need to let go of. Fill my heart with Your love, and grant me the grace I need to decide to
take a step towards forgiveness today, no matter how small that step may be. Amen

This Gospel passage is a continuation of Jesus' Sermon on the Plain (or on the Mount
depending on which Gospel you are reading).  He holds up for us an incredibly high
standard of living - the Christian standard: love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat you badly.  This is tough, really

tough!  Is it impossible?  By human standards, yes, but by God's grace, thankfully no.  Jesus calls us
to love and view others as He does if we want to call ourselves a follower of His.  Jesus calls us to
give and not count the cost, or as we looked at in Fr Mike's video, to count the cost and still forgive. 
 This passage directly follows the Beatitudes, the path to joy Jesus promises us.  Lack of forgiveness
can enslave us, hold our hearts hostage, eat away at our joy and our ability to love. This is not living
life to the full.  This is not a path to joy.  Jesus also knows we're weak and frail.  He modelled for us
how to live this way by His own life and death.  He promises us all the help that we need. If we wait
until we feel like doing any of this, that feeling may never come.  Love is a decision, forgiveness is a
decision.  If you are struggling to forgive, make a decision to set your heart free, by God's grace.

Forgiveness gives us the freedom to _______________  ___________________.

forgiveness is a big deal, so before we do any of these steps we 
need to ask for God's grace, for the Holy Spirit to help us, for 

Jesus to guide our thoughts and actions, and to trust in the Father.
Watch the short YouTube clip, The Story of Jennifer Trapuzzano. 
 How do you react to Jennifer's ability to forgive in this situation?  
Try to find any other incredible stories of forgiveness to share with others!

6:
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206%3A27-38&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCADixWiPt4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZe9PKK5-bjyd3cA0iCexLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGrbtma7LgE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGrbtma7LgE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGrbtma7LgE
https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=7ee457365b58a447ed004cd962a88efa
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A17%2CLuke+6%3A20-26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206%3A27-38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206%3A27-38&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnVjNaBfQL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-lSe4earII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-lSe4earII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpfuKKH_SCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Ke37l7lpBs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDedUBmvdpA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1Lu5udXEZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HixCQUirJxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOkaVV-wtZE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206%3A27-38&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGrbtma7LgE
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Quick Fire Quiz!

Choose at least ten of the words / phrases in the list above and work as a 
team to explain how they relate to the life of Cardinal Van Thuan as 
quickly as you can.  Who can explain the most words?

Bishop  |  calendar block  |  Cardinal  |  confinement  |  
contaminate | cross | darkness | electric wire | English | 

exiled | forgiveness | French | Gaudium et Spes  | guards  | 
homeland  | hope | house arrest | Latin | love | martyrs | 
Mass | medicine | mercy | palm | pliers | prayer | prison | 

snakes | solitary | Vietnam
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