
To the Heights

Weekly  Challenge :Weekly  Challenge :

Lord Jesus, I know that You see me
as I am, that You know my heart,
and You love me completely. You
are the one constant in this life.
Help me to trust You totally, and to
build my life on Your Word and
Your Love. You are the Way, the
Truth and the Life. Amen

Pray:Pray:

Click the image to discover more about St Elizabeth

grow:grow:
resources: resources: 3 minute retreats3 minute retreats
3-Minute Retreats invite you to take a short

prayer break right at your computer. Spend

some quiet time reflecting on a Scripture

passage. Knowing that not everyone prays at

the same pace, you have control over the pace

of the retreat. After each screen, a Continue

button will appear. Click it when you are ready

to move on. If you are new to online prayer, the

basic timing of the screens will guide you

through the experience. (Free App)

Watch:Watch:

This week, reflect on how ready you are to meet Jesus,

and what that even means to you. Are we living our

lives with Him, trying to be the best version of

ourselves? Or are we putting off change, and settling

for mediocrity? 

The first Millenial Saint, Carlo is an incredible example
for young people today: he surfed the net, played video
games and soccer, listened to music, made videos with
his friends: but God was always his number one priority!

B l e s s e d  C a r l o  A c u t i sB l e s s e d  C a r l o  A c u t i s
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St Elizabeth of Hungary

Hear:Hear: Sunday Gospel
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Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, Ascend Youth &
Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have no control over the

content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

Year A Download from www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources or subscribe to receive by email!

Matthew 25:1-13
If you don't have a Bible handy,

click the image here to access the

Mass readings for this Sunday!

ascendwaterfordlismore.ymAscendWaterfordLismoreYM Ascend Youth Ministry www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry

EventsEvents

GAmechangers:GAmechangers:

17 November

Tune!Tune!

More Gamechanger
resources available on

our website.

The Catholic Church
offers us so many

examples of
inspirational saints and
heroes,  or as we like to
call them here, Game

Changers!  

Even So Come
Chris Tomlin

Youth 2000 Christmas Retreat: Newbridge College, 8 - 10

December. For 16 - 35 year olds. Donation only. More info on

www.youth2000.ie

St albert the great 15 November

November Remembrance at Holy Family Mission: You are

welcome to email any names you would like to be included in

prayers at Holy Family Mission throughout the month of

November to info@holyfamilymission.ie  Special Remembrance

Mass on Thursday November 30th @ 7:30pm. Live-streamed

on www.churchservices.tv/glencomeragh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01N_NyEisNw&t=6s
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry
https://www.instagram.com/ascendwaterfordlismore.ym/
https://www.facebook.com/AscendWaterfordLismoreYM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZe9PKK5-bjyd3cA0iCexLw
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4s0Zb189Sco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzRiezrSKlA
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=45
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=144
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer/about-3minute-retreats/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/3-minute-retreat/id323368405
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ThreeMinuteRetreat&hl=en
https://forms.gle/ck2kWoRHAnsi1uTTA
https://www.instagram.com/ascendwaterfordlismore.ym/
https://www.facebook.com/AscendWaterfordLismoreYM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZe9PKK5-bjyd3cA0iCexLw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZe9PKK5-bjyd3cA0iCexLw
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry


-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -
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PuzzlePuzzle Find the words from this sunday’s
gospel in the wordsearch below

Doodle PrayerDoodle Prayer

‘So stay awake, because
you do not know either

the day or the hour.’

Reflect on scripture quote and
allow thoughts and images that
come to you to form part of your
doodle prayer: it could be people
or situations that need prayer or
even areas you might need to
change in. Certain words or

phrases might stand out for you.
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide your
heart as you pray and doodle!

Click here for some relaxing instrumental music
Spontaneous Worship | Two Hours of Worship Piano

asleep

bridegroom

bridesmaids

day

door

drowsy

foolish

hour

know

lamp

oil

open

ready

sensible

stay awake

wait

wedding

wise

Respond:
Respond: What do you think God could be saying to you in this Gospel?  What

speaks to your heart?  Maybe it raises questions, maybe it's a
little uncomfortable, maybe it offers hope... what matters is that
we are open to hearing God speak to us individually.

His
Word &
my Life:

His
Word &
my Life:
Normally the thought of
bridesmaids and weddings is
a cheery, exciting one, but this
parable from Jesus is far from
talk of dresses and bouquets!
The bridesmaids in this
parable have one job, to have
the torches lit for the arrival of
the groom, even though they
do not know exactly when he
will be there. As with all of
Jesus’ parables there’s a lot
more going on than a simple
wedding feast here: it’s the
heavenly banquet, and Jesus
himself is the bridegroom. He
asks us, are we ready for when
He comes? It’s a sobering
question! Every year, as we
approach the end of the
liturgical year, we get that
shake up! Ever since Jesus
ascended into Heaven, the
Church has taught that Jesus
will come again, even if we
don't know when it will
happen. Whether or not we
witness that event in our
lifetime, we know that we will
also meet Jesus at our death.
We should be prepared - it
should be a good surprise! 
St Dominic Savio, the young
Italian saint was playing
football with his friends one
day when he was asked by St
John Bosco: “If you knew you
had only an hour to live, how
would you spend it?” St
Dominic replied, “I’d continue
playing football” - because he
was living his life completely
prepared for meeting Jesus.
I’m not sure how many of us
would have that same
certainty and confidence, but
it’s completely possible for us
too if we are living united with
Jesus. Is there anything in your
heart or in your life you think
needs to change if St John
Bosco asked you that
question?

Can  you explain how any four of these words
relate to the message of the Gospel?

To the Heights

Matthew 25:1-13

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GjE5V-n3YQ
https://forms.gle/Xvpwxdw1kpHhxbqP7
https://forms.gle/Xvpwxdw1kpHhxbqP7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GjE5V-n3YQ


Scripture tip: when you see "therefore" in a passage, ask yourself: 

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -

Do you like Surprises?

What do you think Fr Mike means by this question?

Matthew 25:1-13

"Jesus will come at the
end of time to judge all

the nations, but he (also)
comes to us every day, in
so many ways, and asks us

to welcome him."
Pope Francis
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Are you someone who likes surprises?  Do you like
being surprised?  Do you like surprising others? 

Watch Fr Mike Schmitz explain Jesus' second coming in his video: "The greatest Surprise"
and reflect on the questions that follow:

Check out the

Catechism of the

Catholic Church  

saYS ABOUT the

second coming

CCC  668-679

JCRE:   LO 1.5 / 1.6 / 1.8 / 2.2 / 2.7 / 2.8 / 2.9 / 3.1 / 3.2SENIOr RE Non-Exam:A1 / a3 / e1 /e3 / g2 /g3 / h3  

Can you think of any pranks you saw on youtube / tiktok that were
funny (but harmless!)?  What made them work / be so funny?

St Paul uses an unusual image to describe Jesus: He will come again like a _________________ in
the night. (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11)  What does that suggest?

Fr Mike talks about the difference between a surprise being a GOOD surprise and
a BAD surprise.  He suggests that for Christians, two things will make the
difference in Jesus' Coming being a good or a bad surprise for people?

Living like we ______________________ it.

Living _____________   ________________    ____________________.

Do I live everyday as if He (Jesus) is already with me?Do I live everyday as if He (Jesus) is already with me?

We have three options in our dealings with others:

What is your personal response to this video?

Examples:
Do you like to know what gifts you are getting?
Do you like Haunted House experiences?
Do you prefer more control over experiences?

Watch the Granny
and Grandad water

bottle prank!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzRiezrSKlA
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p1s2c2a7.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%205&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULO0majjtSs
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025%253A1-13&version=NIV


Worthy is the Lamb (Hillsong)

At the Foot of the Cross (Kathryn Scott) For the Cross (Bethel Music)
O Come to the Altar (Elevation Worship)

Normally the thought of bridesmaids and weddings is a cheery, exciting one, but this parable from Jesus is
far from talk of dresses and bouquets!  The bridesmaids in this parable have one job, to have the torches lit
for the arrival of the groom, even though they do not know exactly when he will be there.  As with all of Jesus’
parables there’s a lot more going on than a simple wedding feast here: it’s the heavenly banquet, and Jesus
himself is the bridegroom. He asks us, are we ready for when He comes? It’s a sobering question!

This week, reflect on how ready you are to meet Jesus, and what that even means
to you. Are we living our lives with Him, trying to be the best version of
ourselves? Or are we putting off change, and settling for mediocrity? 

Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant,
Ascend Youth Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have

no control over the content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

Now Read Matthew 25:1-13

D o  y o u  l i k e  s u r p r i s e s ?

Create a  playlist to listen to as you reflect on meeting Jesus face to face

Hosanna (Hillsong)
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All Creatures of Our God & King (Sovereign Grace) The Great Day (M W Smith)

All My Hope (Hillsong)

Hope for Everyone (Matt Maher)I can only imagine (Mercy Me)

When the stars burn down (Philips Craig & Dean)

The Lesser Known Last Judgment (Fr Mike)
Ascension Presents8 : 1 8   m i n s

Fr Patrick Cahill: Judgement and Purgatory

Even so come (Chris Tomlin)

Matthew 25:1-13

Take some time in silence, on your own, and allow yourself to reflect on the
following.  Imagine you are sitting at home in your bedroom, on a normal day,
when you hear a gentle knock at your bedroom door. When you open it, you find
yourself looking into the loving and tender smiling face of Jesus.  What is your
immediate reaction?  Are you excited, happy? Do you hug Him, welcome Him to
your home?  Or are you worried, frightened for some reason?  Do you hesistate to
welcome Him in?  Do you feel distant from Him, and unsure how to react?  Talk to
Him honestly in this moment about what His presence means for you.  When you
have finished talking, imagine His eyes looking into yours.  What do you think He
would say to you in this moment?  How would He tell you that He loves you, that
He gave His life, for you?  How do you respond to His love?  Do you need Him to
help you accept it?  Allow yourself, as much as you can, to feel His love for you.

2 0 : 0 5  m i n s

Every year, as we approach the end of the liturgical year, we get that shake up!   Ever since Jesus ascended into Heaven,
the Church has taught that Jesus will come again, even if we don't know when it will happen. Whether or not we witness
that event in our lifetime, we know that we will also meet Jesus at our death. We should be prepared - it should be a
good surprise! 

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -

Lord Jesus, I know that You see me
as I am, that You know my heart,
and You love me completely.  You
are the one constant in this life.  
Help me to trust You totally, and
to build my life on Your Word and
Your Love.  You are the Way, the

Truth and the Life.  Amen

the catholic church teaches about "the four last things". Can you guess what they are?
eatdh aevhne lelh utnjegmd

can you finish these Mass responses?
When we eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, we proclaim your death O Lord, until You ________________________.

We proclaim Your death O Lord, and profess Your Resurrection, until You ________________________.

St Dominic Savio, the young Italian saint was playing football with his friends one day when he was asked by St John
Bosco: “If you knew you had only an hour to live, how would you spend it?” St Dominic replied, “I’d continue playing
football” - because he was living his life completely prepared for meeting Jesus. I’m not sure how many of us would have
that same certainty and confidence, but it’s completely possible for us too if we are living united with Jesus. Is there
anything in your heart or in your life you think needs to change if St John Bosco asked you that question?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ukKlS4EBzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk7_SBxYSZs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuRNZg6uatg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpfuKKH_SCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7FMgVbcLagM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KP0ZbqtP8oQ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025%253A1-13&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoM0AT8fBvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhycL4h64_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wo_BPNEGBgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCYXkNoMoZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tet7m0A7Yd0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGxvZMyYMns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaj7YQZbvcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4s0Zb189Sco
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025%253A1-13&version=NIV

