
"A Future Not Our Own"

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision.

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction 
of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work.

Nothing we do is complete, 
which is another way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.

No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.

No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No programme accomplishes the Church's mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

That is what we are about.
We plant a seed that will one day grow.

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.

We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realising that.

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,

an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference

between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own.

Read the following Reflection: "A Future not our own"

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -

What gifts or talents do you believe you have been given to use for the good of others?

What holds you back from using them?
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Sometimes we might feel like we are not able to make change in the world; we
might feel our voice can never be heard, or that we don't have anything worth
contributing; we might even feel we lack the skills and the courage to really make a
difference for others and for ourselves. Mark 4:26-34 reminds us that our apparent
smallness or our weakness is not a stumbling block.  At our Baptism, a seed of faith
was planted in our hearts.  That's a seed that needs to be nurtured and watered.  
Even though the mustard seed is so tiny, it grows into a substantial bush and the
birds of the air can shelter in its shade. If we trust in God, if we try to do His Will in
our lives, if we nurture our faith through prayer, and the sacraments, through
"pruning" in confession, through choosing to serve God in the little ways each day,
our lives can and will make a difference.  We might not see the fruits of that
ourselves, but that doesn't matter. We're called, as Christians, to build up the
Kingdom of God.  There's only one way we can do that, and that's to blossom where
we are planted, in our own situations, with the people in our lives, with the choices
we make each day.  How are you going to nurture the seed of your faith this week?

Take some quiet time, to reflect and pray: You might like to re-read the reflection, or take some time

reflecting on Mark 4:26-34, or pray in your own words for help and inspiration for your week ahead.

Respond in a personal way to this reflection: does this encourage you? Challenge you? Inspire you?
Confuse you? Motivate you?  What part stands out? Explain your answer

Looking at the week ahead, where do you think you have an opportunity to build up the kingdom of God? 
Remember, even a tiny mustard seed can grow into a great bush! What will be involved in that?

A Future Not My Own (Matt Maher)

Build Your Kingdom Here (Rend Collective)

Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly (Pat Barrett)

-  A s c end  Youth  &  Young  Adult  Mini str y  (D ioc e s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore )  -

Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant,
Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical

websites, we have no control over the content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

" A  F u t u r e  N o t  O u r  O w n "

The word of the Lord...

WAtch: How to Keep Your Faith Alive and Growing (Fr Mike Schmitz)
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