CHILDREN’S DAY 1:%!5%!8
OF MISSION PRAYER N

A collection of prayer resources to help schools, parishes and communities celebrate

Here in Ireland, we have a deep-rooted tradition of supporting missionaries. Being missionary is

an inherent part of being Christian. But if we want our youngest Christians to engage with the
missionary outreach of the Church, we need to invest time, energy and resources. This is why, since
2007, we’ve celebrated Children’s Day of Mission Prayer. Held on the second Friday of October, it
is a celebration that motivates and encourages girls and boys to put their love into action through
prayer and giving.

Thanks to children living out our motto Children Helping Children, the Missio family supports
millions of the world’s poorest children every year. This is done when children in over 120 countries,
including Ireland, offer solidarity and hope through their prayers and donations. As a result,
thousands of children’s projects, led by missionaries, are supported. To find out more or to support
our work, contact:

Missio Ireland, 64 Lower Rathmines Road, Dublin, DO6 N2H1
T: +353 (01) 497 2035 E:info@missio.ie

Children’s Day of Mission Prayer 2024

‘Share the Good News’ is the theme for this year’s Children’s Day of Mission
Prayer. As always, we want to make this day of celebration as large and
inclusive as possible. Regardless of where you are on the day, we invite you

and the children of your parish, school, or community to be part of this uplifting
celebration! The day can be celebrated anywhere: in a local parish church, parish
centre, school, classrooms or at home. Remember, children do not have to
donate to participate, although any support given is always greatly appreciated.
The most important part of the day is encouraging our young ones to pray for
children around the world, who are just like them but have less. If you can’t hold
a celebration on Friday, 11*" October, then please consider using these resources
on another day during Mission Month. Thank you for allowing the children in
your care to be there for others!

Prayer Space

Prepare the prayer space with a large globe or map of the world along with

five coloured candles representing the five continents where the Missio Family
supports children around the world - one red candle, one green, one yellow, one
white and one blue (if you cannot find coloured candles use white ones and put
coloured ribbons around them). If you have one of our blue donation globes,
you can add this to the prayer space also. If not, include a donation jar with
some small coins inside. Add some drawings from the children based on their
understanding of sharing the Good News and the Bible open on Acts 2:1-13.


mailto:info@missio.ie

Hymn:
Leader:
All:

Leader:

Prayer Service

The Spirit of God is Upon Us (from the Grow in Love series)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Today is the Society of Missionary Children’s Day of Mission Prayer. It is a special day when
children in Ireland offer prayers for the needs of children living throughout the world. This
year’s Children’s Day of Mission Prayer is about sharing the Good News. Do you remember

a time when you were told the best news you ever heard? Did you tell anyone else this good
news? How did they react to the good news you shared with them? Hopefully, they were really
happy for you and shared your good news with others too. Jesus had some good news to share
with everyone too. He sent the Holy Spirit to his disciples at Pentecost so they would have the
courage to continue sharing the Good News of God’s love with the world. As Christians, we are
the community that continues to share this Good News to the whole world today.

In our prayer space today, we have a globe (or map of the world) to remember all the children
of the world. We have our candles in the mission colours: green for the children in Africa, yellow
for the children of Asia, white for the children of Europe, blue for the children of Oceania, and
red for the children of the Americas. We also have our mission box (or some coins in a jar). We
do without the things we like, so that we can give to others. We have some drawings of what
sharing the Good News means to each of us and we have the Word of God, the Bible. Today we
will be hearing about how Jesus tells his disciples to tell everyone about him and his teachings;
to continue his mission and to share the Good News.

In our prayers today we remember:

Child:
Child:
Child:
Child:
Child:

Hymn:

Leader:

Child:

The children of Africa (with an adult light the green candle)

The children of Asia (with an adult light the yellow candle)

The children of Europe (with an adult light the white candle)
The children of Oceania (with an adult light the blue candle)
The children of the Americas (with an adult light the red candle)

Connected (Grow in Love & Alive O 6)

Before Jesus ascended to heaven to be with God the Father, he gave his disciples a mission. He
told them to go to the whole world and make disciples of all people, to baptise them and teach
them about him. Jesus promised that he would never leave them alone, so he sent the Holy
Spirit, who would help the disciples know what to do. Let us listen to that story now as it is told
in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1-33):

When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place.
Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it
filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire
which spread out and touched each person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak. There were Jews living
in Jerusalem and other religious people who had come from every country in the world. When
they heard the noise, a large crowd gathered. They were all excited, because all of them heard
the believers talking in their own languages. In amazement and wonder they exclaimed, “these
people who are talking like this are Galileans! How is it, then, that all of us hear them speaking
in our own native languages? Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other, “what does
this mean?” but others made fun of the believers, saying “these people are drunk!”
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All:

Leader:

Gospel:

All:
Child:

Child:

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to
the crowd: “listen to me and let me tell you what this means. Jesus of Nazareth was a man
whose divine authority was clearly proven to you by all the miracles and wonders which God
performed through him. You yourselves know this, for it happened here among you. God has
raised this very Jesus from death, and we are all witnesses to this fact. He has been raised
to the right side of God, his Father, and we have received the Holy Spirit from him, as he
promised. What you now see and hear is his gift that he has poured out on us.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Jesus came on earth to tell people the Good News of God’s love and to show them how to live
in love. Before Jesus began this mission, he was baptised in the River Jordan by John the
Baptist. But Jesus’ life and mission on earth was more than two thousand years ago so the
work of his first disciples helps us know him today. After Jesus rose from the dead, he gave
his disciples important instructions. In the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 28:16-20) Jesus tells
them to tell everyone about him and his teachings. They did just that. They travelled to other
countries and taught about Jesus. More and more people came to believe in him. Jesus still
wants his followers to bring more people to him today. We do this by learning more about him,
by talking about him, and by living the way he taught us. This is the Gospel reading of what
Jesus told his disciples to do:

The eleven disciples went to the hill in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go. When they
say him, they worshipped him, even though some of them doubted. Jesus drew near and

said to them, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Go, then, to all peoples
everywhere and make them my disciples: baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit and teach them to obey everything | have commanded you. And | will be with
you always, to the end of time.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Jesus told his disciples that he would send the Holy Spirit to be their helper. The Holy Spirit
came upon Jesus at his Baptism and the believers at Pentecost. The Holy Spirit helps us to
pray, to live, and to love like Jesus. The Holy Spirit helps us to be on mission together! We can
pray to the Holy Spirit to quide us.

Help Us Holy Spirit (Grow in Love)

Have you ever wondered, For Jesus cared for everyone
Would you like to know And helped them when he could.
What meeting Jesus would be like Now help us Holy Spirit

Two thousand years ago? To try in our own way

If you had been a poor man To care and share as Jesus did
Back in those ancient days Back in those ancient days.

And you met Jesus on the road,

What do you think he’d say?

If you said, “sir, ’'m hungry,”

What do you think he’d do?

He’d take out any food he had

And share it all with you.

He’d share all that he had with you,
| feel quite sure he would,




Leader:

All:

Leader:

Child:

All:
Child:

All:
Child:

All:

Child:

All:

Child:

All:
Child:

All:

Leader:

Hymn:

Loving God, you sent Jesus, the first missionary, on his great mission. On Pentecost, the

Holy Spirit filled the disciples with joy and gave them the courage to witness to your love, to
continue this mission and to share the Good News. We now invite the Holy Spirit to fill our
hearts with joy and energy so that we too might be witnesses to your love in our daily lives. We
pray for the friends of Jesus in faraway countries today. Help them to spread the love of Jesus
around the world.

Amen

Our Prayers

When the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples at Pentecost, their faith was strengthened, and
they went out to live in the way Jesus asked them to. We now pray to Jesus for this same
strength to be his missionaries.

That all the children of the world will be filled with your love and happiness. We pray to the
Lord.

O Lord, hear our prayer

That we may work for justice and speak out in support of someone who is having difficulty;
those who may be homeless, being bullied, sick or lonely. We pray to the Lord.

O Lord, hear our prayer

That we will share the love of God with our brothers and sisters around the world and do acts
of love and kindness for one another. We pray to the Lord.

O Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for all children who are suffering; whose spirits are crushed by war, violence and all
forms of poverty. We pray that we may help them by supporting organisations such as Missio
Ireland. We pray to the Lord.

O Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for Pope Francis and the leaders of the Church, that they will always be guided by
God’s love through the Holy Spirit. We pray to the Lord.

O Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for those who have died. May they be at peace in God’s loving arms in heaven. We pray
to the Lord.

O Lord, hear our prayer

Closing Prayer

As we finish our prayer service today, let us say together our Mission Prayer for all children
everywhere:

Lord,

May all children

In the world

Share love

Share friendship and live
In the peace

Of your love

Now and forever, Amen

This Little Light of Mine (Grow in Love)
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THE MISSION ROSARY

The rosary is a very special tool to help us pray. The World Mission Rosary is especially important
because it reminds us to pray for others around the world as a family of families! Each decade of the
World Mission Rosary represents a different area of the world where missionaries continue to share
the Good News of Jesus. A missionary is someone sent by God to help others and to share His love
with them. When you have completed the World Mission Rosary, you have given the world a very
prayerful gift

Praying the World Mission Rosary

Follow the beads to pray the rosary. To begin, hold the crucifix and make the Sign of the Cross. We
start on the first bead and pray the Our Father. On each of the next three beads we pray one Hail
Mary. On the fourth bead, we pray the Glory Be. You can now start the first decade of the rosary. A
decade includes one Our Father, ten Hail Marys, and a Glory Be.

1. Africa

Our first colour is green which represents our prayer for Africa. Let us pray
for the people of Africa and all the missionaries working there. Let their work
be helpful for all. Let us pray for an end to all fighting and for the Church to
grow. Amen

2. The Americas

Our second colour is red which represents our prayer for the Americas. Let
us pray for the people of the Americas and all the missionaries working
there. Let us try each day to find a new way to help others and show that we
love all people. Amen

3. Europe

Our third colour is white which represents our prayer for Europe. Let us pray
for the people of Europe and all missionaries working there. We pray that the
Church there continues to help all those in need, especially the sick. Amen

4. Oceania

Our fourth colour is blue which represents our prayer for Oceania. Let us
pray for the people of Oceania and all missionaries working there. Let us also
remember all Christians in the world, especially those that live in remote
areas. Amen

5. Asia

Our fifth colour is yellow which represents Asia. Let us pray for the people of
Asia and all missionaries working there. Let us also pray for peace and that
we may never forget the poor. Amen

4% MISSIO

5 Children telping Childten



"ZHTIN 900 ‘Uiqn( ‘py seurwyiey 1amo’ 49 ‘pue[a] OISSI|\ 10€3u0d 9ses[d S{1om Ino
110ddns 03 .10 a10w 3no puy o], ‘partoddns ale ‘sarieuoissiw Aq paj ‘s3oafod jo spuesnoys
9[nsal e sy ‘suoneuop pue siaheid 11ay3 ysnoayl adoy pue ALIEPI[OS 19JjO pUB[I]

UI USIP[IYD USYM dUOP SI SIYL, “Ted4 1949 UaIp[Iyod 3sa100d s,p[iom a3 jo suoliuu syroddns
A[rurey o1ssI| 9U3 ‘uaJpqry) buidjay ua.pjiy) 0130w Ino no SUulAl] UIP[IYD 03 SUBY],

A
p2ip 2Avy oym %o
\.Sxiu\w:e&\u*—é&iw Sauo pano| f 2ADY 4 uop pury buraq
JnoA (o Joj Aoud ‘ . FLs Sy S g
o _ mm_ E . SpJOMJ244D dn 2xpw NoA OYm U2Jp|IY3 40} | 5y10 Y02 tnogo sy [224 2uo2wos * s
bk M>S_ >2 1DY4 24NS 23DW ‘2U02WOS Aoud puv pooj unoh | nok sbunyy G 4o 451 o 23pW uDd NOA -
t_.ﬂon e T€ | yum jauuonb nok 41 O Joj [ngxjuoy4 um 62 | 24um puaiy o yup 82 yx4
P 9 7 |ooyos o4 ob AVANI$
- . A S i., oot | o1 2190 2w NOISSIW
@ nogo 2402 no sl A Ak [eegas M
@ I @ @ . Aouy ROR. JOU. n\ o 2 p
2uo2wos Joj aunyad Pog yuoy | vs_ M2U 2U02WOS Y4Im
AP24q W2L-PIW G2 |29 b MDup Jo juiDg ve () €¢ ec spuaiy apow 12 /N 0c
== uo1422||09 Avpung N way4 210 0 Juipso2b D 07) T _—_
s mervece UOISSIW Y4 Jo} =37 1024 pup Jom 2A0| nok u.w\ 19 ‘w26 T oytioup : o.__ovo ;v L et
Y+ P Aauow yaxo0d @A YHM 2A1| OYm Dyonw moy T T puyb op 4uioboy Y ul 2ov2d
saJdoyd ay4 | Janok Jo 20G € uaJp|1y2 Jo} RiigsL ok 6o poi s1 ‘upasuiopu uaJp|iyo 40} Abug
yim djay puo daay ‘uod J2Abud |p1o2ds l1tio3 I MI2uIsiw D4 Joj uakoud N
>_._ou dn 429 61 _\ nok j1 8T o Aos yyboy LT Mous 91 aionu ‘pyposory ST o Aog VT €1
%ﬂ_ HPS PP Aopa4 uo 1ybiuoy
h gi@ I- J2Aoug uoISSIW 2po22p 2u0 Avg ysiuod
§ j241sqam > 40 AoQ SURIPIYD | Y omy Apsoy Y4 40 JnoA
[ > ays wp wof uod | §™ ¥ App unp jo | Ul Jloyd
%g 4no uo S4T ._M>o...n_ w . ), SSD|2 Jnok Ji } Aop yspay s,uaup|iy> 2y} uof
iRIVYHS 21 \@.ﬂ@g@ uoissiy Jno Aoud o1 = $ Jayooay ysy @ siAopoy / | uoa nok sy 9
= S21J4DUOISSIW 5
@ .*o . B Aopoy |26up upipuonb i1eAeid ybnoiy) swoy 1e A1euoiSsiW g
vqoa| ub e ANOA 04 Jahoud | e 57 0} MOY 10} A}D100S B} Ul PSAJOAUI UBIPJIYD [e 10} SjdWwex g,
1ouDa) op .. __““ >._. un 3|11 © Avsfl 1ealb e sI 8s819Y ] "|00YDS 1B ualp|yD Areuoissijy ui pajedionied ﬁ .
- ijSt+od unok 1134 ~sjabuy BUsS UdYM SNSa[ JO YIOM 8} JO paules) 1S} 8ys 'snsar Jo
Jipiod Jiogo A\ 04 4242024 ubIpIDNg Jo .
snbo yson| o6 | 4214D 40O ISISSY JO pater-yoom Jamoy} 9| 8y}, SB UMOUY SI PUB SIBMO]} PAAO] 8YS “SUOISSI|\
1sD24 2yt
4polpoyo © ybiaL G SIPUDY 4S J0 402 b i g B 8y} JO JUIeS UoJied a8y} Sl 8ys "Xnalsi Jo 8saIay] 1S JO Jses)

AVQNNLYS

8y} pue YIUo|\| UolssI|\ 1o Aep 1s.ij 841 SI 1870100 1O 18111 &

ou®

\AVAIN Esgﬁsazaz ANGSINL]|AVANOW | AVANNS
hZ0Z 4290420 Jopuzjo) AuALoyY YJUOW UOISSI




