Sunday Mass Readings

First Reading:
Acts of the Apostles 12:1-11

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 34:2-9

Second Reading:
2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18

Gospel:
Matthew 16:13-19
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In the Gospel today we hear Jesus announcing
the primacy of Peter.

* What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through
this piece of Scripture? How do these words
resonate with you personally?

e Reread this Gospel passage slowly. “But
you... who do you say I am?” Reflect on this
personally - who do you say Jesus is? What
titles are you most familiar with? What image
of Jesus do you hold onto? Is your life
consistent with your belief in Jesus?

¢ God revealed to Peter who Jesus is. Our own
identity also is not who we say we are, or
who others say we are, but who God reveals
us to be. You are a beloved child of God:
lean into that identity this week.
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rayer

This week pray especially for the Pope’s

intentions, for his protection and his
guidance!

Grab your Bible and look up the Gospel reading. Don’t have one?,,
No worries, you can find this week’'s readings online HERE. /@

In today's readings we hear Peter declaring that Jesus
is the Christ, and Jesus giving Peter a very special
role! Peter didn’t always get things right, but Jesus
could see in him who he had been created to be.
From the outside people saw a fisherman, but Jesus
saw much more than that. We can know people on
different levels too:

* How would a stranger describe you?
How would your best friend describe you?
How would your family describe you?
How would Jesus describe you?
Remember that Jesus knows us even better than
we know ourselves. He knows who we really are:
a beloved Child of God!

Family

Challenge!

Jesus had a very special team around Him, the

apostles, and He put Peter at the head of His
Church. Plan an activity together as a family this
week, and make sure everyone has some role in
the planning and carrying out of it! Who would
be the best leader? What can everyone do that
shows their gifts and strengths?


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?

Mark places this incident at Caesarea Philippi. Luke, because of
the importance he wishes to give to prayer in his Gospel, places
it in the context of Jesus praying. But Matthew keeps it at
Caesarea Philippi. In today's Gospel, Jesus asks the disciples for a
“field report” by asking what people are saying about him. He
refers to himself as the Son of Man, a term derived from the
Jewish Scriptures, found in the book of Daniel and in other
apocryphal writings. Many scholars suggest that “Son of Man” is
best understood to mean “human being.”

As Jesus turns the question directly to the disciples and asks
what they Dbelieve, Peter speaks for all of them when he
announces that they believe Jesus to be the Christ. “Christ” is the
Greek translation of the Hebrew word for “messiah,” which
means “the anointed one.” At the time of Jesus, the image of the
“messiah” was laden with popular expectations, most of which
looked for a political leader who would free the Jewish people
from Roman occupation.

Because Jesus has referred to himself a number of times in
Matthew by Christological titles this moment is not the revelation
of who Jesus is as in Mark. Instead it marks an important
moment in the development of the Church. Jesus uses this
occasion to bless Peter, who represents all the disciples but also
has a unique role to play in the founding of the new community.
Peter is blessed not because of a personal insight but because
God revealed to him who Jesus is. Peter is the rock on which
Jesus will build the Church.

from Loyola Press Sunday Connection

PRAY FOR THE POPE'S INTENTIONS

Did you know that when we gray for the Pope’s
Intentions during the Rosary, he has specific intentions
he wants us to pray for? The Pope entrusts his
Worldwide Prayer Network each month with prayer
intentions that express his deep concerns for humanity
and the mission of the Church. His monthly prayer
intention is a global call to transform our prayers into
"concrete actions,” serving as a compass for a mission
of compassion for the wor?d. In this way, he proposes a
path to mobilize us each month, through prayer and
action, for a more humane, fraternal, and solidary
world. You can find these intentions on
https / lwww.popesprayer.va/
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Theres something very consoling about St
Peter: a regular kind of guy, a bit hot-headed,
didnt get it right all the time and yet Jesus
chose him to be the head of the Church, the
first Pope, the one fo lead the Church after
Jesus ascended fo heaven. Peter even denied
Jesus three tfimes, but Jesus gave him three
opportunities to declare his love for Him too,
and his commitment fo lead the Church.

lt's very consoling because we don't always get
it right either. we can have the best of
intentions and know what the right thing fo do
is, but fear or anxiety can hold us back. We can
worry more about what others think of us than
what Jesus knows to be true about us, and
what we know to be true about Him.

Jesus knows what we are capable of and He
always calls us to more - He doesn't just want
us to be good, He wants us to be the very best
versions of our selves: sainthood is the standard
we need to aim for.

He also knows our weaknesses and always
offers help and forgiveness when we fall and
decide fo get back up again.

Jesus asked his apostles a really important
question in today's Gospel: “Who do you say |
am?” That's a good question for all of us to
reflect on. Who do | say Jesus is? Does my life
reflect that belief? Who does Jesus say | am?
Am lliving as that person? Lots to take to prayer
this week

What defines you? E@%
Fr Mlke Schmitz

Who you say I am
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That the world
might grow in
compassion
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Haveyousubscribed yet to our Diocesan newsletters and events bulletin? Receive themdirect toyour
inbox! Click the Subscribe Button OR go to www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources

. Faith@Home / Let's Dive In (faithathome®@waterfordlismore.ie)
+ To the Heights (youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie)
« Check it Out! Diocesan Events Bulletin (events@waterfordlismore.ie)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcC1Bp13n_4
https://waterfordlismore.ie/anima-zoom-series-for-may/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmFWToNIZNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cd5UV2pL4sI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cd5UV2pL4sI
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/most-holy-body-and-blood-of-christ-cycle-c-sunday/

