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First Reading:
Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9,12

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 46:2-3,5-6,8-9

Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 3:9-11,16-17

Gospel:
John 2:13-22

Hears ) 4

In the Gospel today we hear the story of Jesus cleansing
the Temple.

®* What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through this
piece of Scripture? How do these words resonate
with you personally?

®* How do you feel about these actions of Jesus? Does
it surprise you to see Him act in this way?

* [t’s important to not look just at Jesus’ humanity
here, but also at His divinity - He was speaking
about His Death & Resurrection and His own body
being raised.

® Where is your heart at when you enter church: are
you focussed on Jesus or are you distracted by
exterior things and people? What might you need to
drive out of your own heart to allow room for true
worship of God?

Father, as you answer our prayers, make us ever
grateful for the gift of the Church. May we be
living stones, built into unity with Christ and with
one another. We ask this through the same Christ
our Risen Lord. Amen.

Sunday Mass Readings =5

and'in three. days | will raise it upz

Grab your Bible and look up the Gospel reading. Don’t have one?
No worries, you can find this week's readings online HERE. 7%
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In today's readings we hear the story of Jesus driving the
money-changers out of the Temple.
e Are you good to keep your room tidy? What about

the house? Do you put away your toys and clothes
after using them and help with chores around the
house? It’s nice to have a tidy home, where people
feel comfortable and welcome!

Families are often called “the domestic church” -
we’re a living temple of faith too. How are we caring
for that temple / church in our family?

Today we celebrate the feast of the Dedication of the
John Lateran Basilica in Rome - this is the Pope’s
Cathedral, and the Mother of all Churches and the
feastday is a reminder of universal Catholic unity.
Let’s remember in our prayers today the Pope and
for unity among all the Catholics in the world!

Family
Challenge!

Take a VR Tour of the
John Lateran Church
on the Vatican website. y
What can you see there B



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources
https://www.vatican.va/various/basiliche/san_giovanni/vr_tour/index-en.html

THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS

The story of the cleansing of the Temple is found in all four Gospels. In
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus is upset with the deceitful practices of
the vendors and expels them for that reason. But in John, Jesus'
authority is contrasted with the authority of the Temple cult and is a
criticism of the cult itself.

The story is composed of two parts, Jesus' action in the Temple and
Jesus' predictions about the Temple's destruction. The time of year is
the sacred feast of Passover. If the many pilgrims to Jerusalem during
Passover were to have animals for the sacrificial rituals of the feast, it
was necessary to sell cattle in the Temple and to change the unclean
Roman money. By denouncing this, Jesus is cutting to the core of the
Temple cult.

The story is really about Jesus' fate, not the Temple's fate, revealing that
Jesus, not the Temple, is the locus of God's presence on earth. As they
often do in John, the Jews misunderstand Jesus' words. This gives John
the chance to explicitly state his point. Although this is the beginning of
his ministry, Jesus is already speaking of his coming death and
Resurrection.

John intentionally integrates a post-Resurrection perspective into the
Gospel narrative. The statement that concludes this passage uses the
fact of the Resurrection to prove the point of Jesus' words. Believers
need to remember the words and actions of Jesus and claim them as
affirmations of the truths of their faith.

Christians sometimes point to Jesus' anger in this passage as a way to
point out Jesus" humanity. But this would miss the powerful point of the
entire Gospel, that the Word became flesh. The point is not that Jesus'
anger proves he is human. It is that a human being, in his words and
actions, can claim the authority of God.

Loyola Press Sunday Connection

Exploring the Catholic Church with Father John
(Faithful Littles: Catholic Education & Fun)

% WHAT CAN YOU SEE IN YOUR
' OWN LOCAL CHURCH?

Have you subscribed yet to our Diocesan newsletters and events bulletin?
Click the Subscribe Button OR go to www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources

« Faith@Home / Let's Dive In (faithathome@waterfordlismore.ie)
+ To the Heights (youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie)
» Check it Out! Diocesan Events Bulletin (events@waterfordlismore.ie)

CARLO’S CORNER

B WHAT NEEDS TO BE
& CLEARED FROM MY LIFE?

Can you imagine what

went through Jesus' heart

and mind in today's Gospel

sfory: o go to the one 2% P
place where the Jews

could worship God and see

it polluted by greed-driven

commerce and corruption instead of true
love and worship for His heavenly Father?
No wonder He cleansed the temple!
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lt's good to for us take time every now and
then to examine our own hearts, especially
since we are temples of the Holy Spirit.
How fit for worship and praise is my temple
for God? Are there things that are taking
my attention away from God? Are there
habits ['ve formed that are leading me
away from who He created me to be? Am|
more concemed about what others think
than what God thinks of me?

What needs to be cleared out of my life so
that | can really worship God on His terms
and not mine? Am | placing Him first, or just
squeezing Him in if there's room? Do | frust
in Him to provide for me or do | hold onto
things tightly? Do | take joy in God or do |
look for superficial ways to fulfil me? Do |
love God, or at least try fo love Him to the
best of my ability and ask Him for the grace
to love Him more?

Maybe we need to do a bit of clearing out
ourselves....

;- Heart of Worship
JE\ (Matt Redman)

To the Heights Youth Resource also available
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD4tB1o6YLw
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScW4-gHeUv6wf7pmu5ROYCh1M_qXoTVZ46oNesTqldYZrJqTw/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OjoMBa5qG4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7s1GciI6FY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7s1GciI6FY
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/feast-of-the-dedication-of-the-lateran-basilica-in-rome-group-activities/

