7 DECEMBER 2025: YEAR A: 2NS SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Sunday Mass Readings

First Reading:
Isaiah 11:1-10

"TO THE HEIGHTS"':.YOUTH EDITION ALSO AVAILABLE

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 71(72): 1-2,7-8,12-13,17

Second Reading:
Romans 15:4-9 A
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Grab your Bible and look up the Gospel reading. Don’t have one?

Gospel:
Matthew 3:1-12

m
=
~d

|mage. canva

No worries, you can find this week's readings online HERE.
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¢ In today's readings we hear John the Baptist
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* In the Gospel today we meet John the Baptist,
preaching repentance.

* What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through
this piece of Scripture? How do these words
resonate with you personally?

preach about the need to turn back to God.
Discuss the following as a family:
* What kind of preparations do we make as a family
for Christmas?

* John is a striking character, unusual in the way
he dressed, lived, ate and preached. His
message was as striking as his life. What do
you think his message, "Prepare a way for the
Lord" means for you this Advent? How can
you prepare your heart for Jesus?

* John's message was one of repentance: is there
anything you need to repent of this Advent
time? Is the Lord putting anything on your
heart to bring to Him in confession? Make a

sincere examination of conscience and entrust
yourself to His merciful heart.

Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas as the

Prince of Peace. This Advent, as we strive to become the-

best-version-of-ourselves, fill us with a deep and abiding
peace. Help us share that peace with everyone we
encounter, especially those who need it most. Amen.

www.dynamiccatholic.com

What are the most important
traditions we have?

* Do we make enough space for Jesus in our homes
at Christmas? How do we show that through our
actions and prayers?

* How can we make sure we prepare to welcome
Jesus into our hearts and homes all year round, not

just at Christmas time?

Prepare the way for the Way, the Truth and
the Life - Jesus! Give up one thing this week
that can keep you from seeing Jesus, and fill { §
that gap with Him instead - a TV show, the
snooze button, complaining, too much screen

time.... you choose!


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources

PREPARE THE WAY

In this week's Gospel Reading and next week's, our Advent preparation for
Christmas invites us to consider John the Baptist and his relationship to
Jesus. In this week's Gospel, Matthew describes the work and preaching of
John the Baptist.

John the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great prophets of Israel,
preaching repentance and reform to the people of Israel. In fact, the
description of John found in this reading is reminiscent of the description
of the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). In this reading, John directs a particularly
pointed call to repentance to the Pharisees and Sadducees, parties within
the Jewish community of the first century.

John marks the conversion of those who seek him out with a baptism of
repentance. Other groups in this period are thought to have practiced
ritual washings for similar purposes, and John's baptism may have been
related to the practices of the Essenes, a Jewish sect of the first century.
John's baptism can be understood as an anticipation of Christian baptism.
In this passage, John himself alludes to the difference between his
baptism and the one yet to come: “I am baptizing you with water, for
repentance . . . He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew
3:11).

In this reading, John makes very clear that his relationship to the Messiah
yet to come (Jesus) is one of service and subservience: ”. . . the one who'is
coming after me is mightier than I. | am not worthy to carry his sandals”
(Matthew 3:11). In the context of Matthew's Gospel, today's passage is
followed by Jesus' baptism by John, an event that is attested to in all four of
the Gospels and appears to have been the start of Jesus' public ministry.
John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme of the Advent
season. As John's message prepared the way for Jesus in the first century,
we, too, are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus' coming. We respond to
John's message by our repentance and reform of our lives. We are also
called to be prophets of Christ, who announce by our lives, as John did,
the coming of the Lord.

Loyola Press Sunday Connection
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A SAINT A DAY: 365
stories of Faith & Heroism

"A Saint a Day includes fascinating historical stories as it
introduces young readers to over 300 saints who did
extraordinary things for God. This daily devotional for
kids is: An ideal gift for First Communion, Confirmation,
or Advent. As you journey through this year long
% devotional, your children will grow in their
; = understanding of Church history and better understand
BoEsd  how they can love and serve God." Book by Meredith
Hinds: available at Easons

Have you subscribed yet to our Diocesan newsletters and events bulletin?
Click the Subscribe Button OR go to www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources

« Faith@Home / Let's Dive In (faithathome@waterfordlismore.ie)
+ To the Heights (youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie)
» Check it Out! Diocesan Events Bulletin (events@waterfordlismore.ie)
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In this Gospel passage, we
hear about Jesus cousin,
John the Baptist, who lived a
radical ono[) unconventional
lifestyle in response fo a &&
personal call by God to ‘
prepare the way E’or the =
Messiah. John understood that a genuine
conversion of heart would be necessary to
really accept the Messiah' message. He
wanted people fo repent and believe, o
prepare a way for the Messiah. Can you
imo?ine how someone like John the Baptist

would be viewed in today's world? Do you
think his message is still relevant today?

In the Catholic tradition, one of the most
beautiful and healing sacraments is the
Sacrament of Reconciliation or Confession.
lt is a chance to take stock of our lives, see
what is going well and not so well, see
what is hindering us from drawing close fo
God and what we need forgiveness for.
God's mercy is freely cvcilob?e to us. He
doesn't just offer to mend our broken
hearts: He puts a new heart in us each time
we go to confession, and strengthens us so
we can follow the path to Heaven again!

Take some time over the next few days or
weeks to make a good examination of
conscience.

Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you try to
remember any areas of your life where you
failed in your relationship with God, others
or yourself; times where you failed to show
love or deliberately ignored God's will or
guidance for your lite.

Find out when your local church has
confessions and decide to go. you can
pray for the priest in advance too!

Elﬁﬁﬁl Confession is a place
HEmaa of Victory
élgﬁ Fr Mike Schmiz) ()
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To the Heights Youth Resource also available
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScW4-gHeUv6wf7pmu5ROYCh1M_qXoTVZ46oNesTqldYZrJqTw/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4K3UavJouU
https://youtube.com/watch?v=YiVjwlUO9Sc
https://youtube.com/watch?v=tcri_30oAj0
https://www.easons.com/a-saint-a-day-meredith-hinds-9781400228539?gclid=Cj0KCQiA1ZGcBhCoARIsAGQ0kkoM2UMOYNe3Yh3KC8AjSojqL2ZyMJcHPSotLulU-nbSiwCgEtkgl5UaApMKEALw_wcB
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-advent-cycle-a-sunday-connection/
https://www.easons.com/a-saint-a-day-meredith-hinds-9781400228539?gclid=Cj0KCQiA1ZGcBhCoARIsAGQ0kkoM2UMOYNe3Yh3KC8AjSojqL2ZyMJcHPSotLulU-nbSiwCgEtkgl5UaApMKEALw_wcB

Celebrating the Immaculate Gonception

through leaming about the Miraculous Medal
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Check out Campa Mhuire Mhdthair's video resources explaining the Miraculous
Medal and the Immaculate Conception, with great crafts and games too!

Click here to

download a
 colouring page &
board game!

Campa Mhuire Mhéathair Resources


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3jvj4d_zWQ&list=PLAwn0Pk_J0k-_NoogBfhvc5blRxmQMwQ-&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0otDzZjfJU&list=PLAwn0Pk_J0k-_NoogBfhvc5blRxmQMwQ-&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3S0xVxLOGw&list=PLAwn0Pk_J0k-_NoogBfhvc5blRxmQMwQ-&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3deRzmE_WU0dZiU6vNMY0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0otDzZjfJU&list=PLAwn0Pk_J0k-_NoogBfhvc5blRxmQMwQ-&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3jvj4d_zWQ&list=PLAwn0Pk_J0k-_NoogBfhvc5blRxmQMwQ-&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3S0xVxLOGw&list=PLAwn0Pk_J0k-_NoogBfhvc5blRxmQMwQ-&index=9
https://waterfordlismore.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/CMM_Miraculous-Medal-Resources.pdf

