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What did Jesus prophesy
about the temple?

What kind of calamities did
Jesus predict would happen in
the future?

What kind of treatment did
Jesus predict his followers
would have to face?

What do you think He means
by "and that will be your
opportunity to witness"?

Why do his followers not have
to be worried about preparing

their defence?
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There's some stark imagery in
today's Gospel: wars,
revolutions, signs in the
heavens, nation against nation,
persecution, betrayal.. it's
enough to make you want to
hide under the covers and
batten down the hatches,
hoping it'll all pass! But there's
no need for fear or worry. Jesus
promises that even in the
midst of trial and persecution,
not one hair on our heads will
be lost. What can he mean by
this? No matter what storms
are raging in our own lives, or
what tribulations and disasters
the world faces, God is Ruler of
All, and God is merciful and
loving. God is a loving Father,
who wants to protect His
children, and only asks that we
turn to Him, that we rely on
Him, that we find our strength
and our joy in Him, no matter
what goes on around us, or
even within our own hearts.
Looking at the lives of those
who have gone before us can
help us understand this in a
practical way. Cardinal Van
Thuan did not die as a martyr,
but he was persecuted and
imprisoned for 13 years, 9 of
which he spent in solitary
confinement.. and yet never
was his faith stronger or his joy
greater than in that prison cell:
knowing and trusting God
more and more, serving his
people in a different way. His
life was a witness to hope, to
love and to joy in the midst of
persecution: something we're
all called to!
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M can you explain how any four of these words
RESPO . relate to the message of the Gospel?

What do you think God could be saying to you in this Gospel?
What speaks to your heart? Maybe it raises questions, maybe it's
a little uncomfortable, maybe it offers hope... what matters is
that we are open to hearing God Speak t0 ug individually.

FIND THE WORDS FROM THIS SUNDAY'S
GOSPEL IN THE WORDSEARCH BELOW

betrayed
defence
destruction
eloquence
endurance
fearful
great signs
hated
heaven
Jesus
kingdom
nation
opponents
persecute
prison
revolutions
temple
wars
wisdom
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allow thoughts and images that i@: paoplE PRA yER -
come to you to form part of your

doodle prayer: it could be people or

situations that need prayer or even
areas you might need to change in.

Reflect on the scripture quote and

‘Take care not to be

. u . u

Certain words or phrases might decewed’. he said, becauge
stand out for you. Ask the Holy many wil come using my
Spirit to guide your heart as you hame’ and saying 1 am He'.

pray and doodlel
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INSTRUMENTAL WORSHIP GUITAR | JON SNODGRASS
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