
Are you certain?

In the 4th mystery, the Presentation in the temple, where was the uncertainty?

"All is calm, all is bright...."  Was it really?  What kind of uncertainty did
Mary and Joseph face in Bethlehem?

We can look back at these stories 2000 years on, knowing how things worked out, but they were living through them.

According to Fr Mike, what is the only thing that is certain for us?
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swatch this video from fr mike schmitz, "having joy in uncertainty"

(Ascension Presents) and reflect on the questions that follow

Joseph wasn'tgiven certainty. He was given apromise.

What are your favourite christmas songs?  Do you have a favourite religious carol?  
Which carol sums up the meaning of christmas for you?
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are the "joyful mysteries" really joyful???

What kind of things could the Angel have told Mary to take away
some of her uncertainty? (List 2 things Fr Mike mentions)

do you have a favourite christmas memory?

Why does he suggest we find comfort in past Christmas memories?

What can we let our lack of certainty about the future steal?

Christmas is a Season of Joy in the midst of uncertainty.

At the Annunciation, immediately after Mary said yes,
what did the Angel do?

 Romans 12:12 "Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles, and pray at all times."

How would you have felt
before and after hearing

the Angel's message?

pu
t y

ou
rself in Joseph's sandals...

Advent Week 4Advent Week 4

Year A: Matthew 1:18-25
Year B: Luke 1:26-38
Year C: Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Cue0FnwfyQ&list=PLeXS0cAkuTPpJ6j3eH59WudJhJ4q1tpwH&index=111
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%253A1-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201%3A18-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%253A26-38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%253A39-45%252C+(46-55)&version=NIV


God is doing wonderful things in your life - but sometimes we are too
busy or too caught up with future worries to realise what he is currently
doing, or has done in the past.  Make a list of the blessings in your life,
things or people you are truly grateful for.  Think back on situations you
were worried about that have since resolved and have maybe even worked
out better than you had initially hoped.  Adopt an attitude of gratitude
this week, especially for the gift of our Saviour at Christmas time!

a r e  y o u  c e r t a i n ?

Choose one of the Joyful Mysteries, and reflect on what is
happening in that scene.  Ask St Joseph to show you how to trust
in God's promises like he did.  Then pray a decade of the rosary:
One Our Father, Ten Hail Mary's and a Glory Be.  You can use
this Ascend YM rosary resource to help you if you need it!

God's Ways are not our ways 
(Fr Mike Schmitz)
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Create a  playlist to listen to as you reflect on trusting in God

I am a Carpenter - Cher & Gene Klosner

Whom shall I fear? (Chris Tomlin) Hallelujah, Light has Come - BarlowGirl

Joseph's Lullaby
Mercy Me

Your Promises - Elevation Worship

Even the Winter - Audrey Assad

Light of the World - Lauren Daigle

Hail Joseph Hail - Damascus Worship When I think upon Christmas - Hillsong

Ever had plans that were so carefully thought out, so well prepared that you were sure you
were in control and everything would work out the way you intended? Life doesn't always
work that way does it! Just ask St Joseph! He was betrothed to the beautiful, pure, good and
holy virgin Mary. They were ready to start their life together. Then he found out she was
expecting a child, and it wasn't his. Can you imagine the confusion, the pain and the whirlwind
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of emotions he must have felt? Yet Joseph was a good man, a godly man. God honoured his faithfulness and
revealed to him in a dream that Mary's child was no ordinary child, but Emmanuel, God with us. She had
conceived through the power of the Holy Spirit. I'm sure he still didn't understand fully what all that meant,
who could? Joseph trusted God however, and he acted. We see this time and again with Joseph in the Gospel.
He prays, he listens, he hears and he obeys. What a role model for all of us, especially when we're confused,
or feel overwhelmed. Can you imagine what it was like knowing you were chosen to care for the Son of God,
and God's mother? Talk about pressure!! Joseph listened and took the next good step, that's all he was asked
to do. Trust and act, and leave the rest to God. Let that be our motto in this final week of Advent!

Even in the darkest times, when we are at our weakest, or suffering the most,

when it seems there is no way out, God is _______________.  

We can celebrate a "merry" christmas, not because of certainty, but because we've been given a saviour,
One who enters into uncertainty and his presence is transforming. he brings joy to the world!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Os6tNHD7J6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7InZv8Zfs10
https://waterfordlismore.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Ascend-YM_Praying-the-Rosary.pdf
https://waterfordlismore.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Ascend-YM_Praying-the-Rosary.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eV0Simc6kWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOkImV2cJDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keEKw7nFHbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr3o6M0_Ixs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=By6-owjZ-Zs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCRunZGYBi4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWw__BP0DdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hN9342aVZiY

