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Hear:Hear: Sunday GospelSunday Gospel

Matthew 1: 18-24

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Catholic Church's Liturgical Calendar is
crammed full of inspirational saints and
heroes, or as we like to call them, Game

Changers!  Check them out on our web page!

St Stephen

(first Martyr)

GAmechangers:GAmechangers:

Spotl ight!Spotl ight!
Holy Family Mission
Volunteers at the

Live Crib in
Glencomeragh HOuse

on Sunday 7
December. Click the
image to watch the
highlights reel! 
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Ascend Youth Ministry 

Spend your last week of Advent in gratitude rather

than thinking about uncertainties or worries.

Make a list of the blessings in your life, things or

people you are truly grateful for. Think back on

situations you were worried about that have since

resolved and have maybe even worked out better

than you had initially hoped. Adopt an attitude of

gratitude this week, especially for the gift of our

Saviour at Christmas time!
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26th December

Year A

If you don't have a Bible handy, click here
to access Sunday Mass Readings!

Download from www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources or subscribe to receive by email!
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Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, Ascend Youth &
Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have no control over the

content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

ascendwaterfordlismore.ymAscendWaterfordLismoreYMwww.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry

What is meant by the word
"betrothed"?
What kind of man was Joseph
according to the Gospel?
Why did Joseph decide to
divorce Mary informally?
How did the Angel reassure
Joseph in his dream?
What does the name Jesus
mean?
What does Emmanuel mean?
What does this Gospel
passage teach us about
Joseph's faith?

Watch:Watch:

Tune!Tune!
The Prophecy of the Destruction of the Temple, James Tissot, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

<Love was
Stephen’s
weapon

by which he
gained every

battle
and so won
the crown
signified by
his name.=

St Fulgentus
of Ruspe

Thinking about
the Incarnation

Elevation Worship
Your Promises 

Paul Harvey, the Man and the Birds
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My God, You know me by name and You
love me, with an eternal love that never

fades. Show me how to base my joy on You,
because in You my joy will be complete, no
matter what circumstances come my way.
You delight in me - help me to truly believe

that! Amen

For those who will be travelling home

for Christmas - may the Lord bless

them with a safe journey and may

the Holy Family accompany them!

For those who will be travelling home

for Christmas - may the Lord bless

them with a safe journey and may

the Holy Family accompany them!

Prayer Intention!Prayer Intention!
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Ever had plans that were so
carefully thought out, so well
prepared that you were sure you
were in control and everything
would work out the way you
intended? Life doesn't always
work that way does it! Just ask St
Joseph! He was betrothed to the
beautiful, pure, good and holy
virgin Mary. They were ready to
start their life together. Then he
found out she was expecting a
child, and it wasn't his. Can you
imagine the confusion, the pain
and the whirlwind of emotions he
must have felt? Yet Joseph was a
good man, a godly man. God
honoured his faithfulness and
revealed to him in a dream that
Mary's child was no ordinary child,
but Emmanuel, God with us. She
had conceived through the power
of the Holy Spirit. I'm sure he still
didn't understand fully what all
that meant, who could? Joseph
trusted God however, and he
acted. We see this time and again
with Joseph in the Gospel. He
prays, he listens, he hears and he
obeys. What a role model for all of
us, especially when we're
confused, or feel overwhelmed.
Can you imagine what it was like
knowing you were chosen to care
for the Son of God, and God's
mother? Talk about pressure!!
Joseph listened and took the next
good step, that's all he was asked
to do. Trust and act, and leave the
rest to God. 
Let that be our motto in this final
week of Advent!
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Doodle PrayerDoodle Prayer
"they will call him

Emmanuel, a name which
means "God-is-with-us"

"they will call him
Emmanuel, a name which
means "God-is-with-us"

Reflect on the scripture quote and
allow thoughts and images that
come to you to form part of your

doodle prayer: it could be people or
situations that need prayer or even
areas you might need to change in.

Certain words or phrases might
stand out for you. Ask the Holy
Spirit to guide your heart as you

pray and doodle!
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To the HeightsTo the Heights

Matthew 1: 18-24

find the words from today's gospel in the wordsearch!

Click here for some relaxing instrumental music
Top Worship Songs of ALL TIME! - Instrumental Worship Guitar | Jon Snodgrass

Respo
nd:Respond:

What do you think God could be saying to you in this Gospel?  
What speaks to your heart?  Maybe it raises questions, maybe it's
a little uncomfortable, maybe it offers hope... what matters is
that we are open to hearing God speak to us individually.

Can  you explain how any four of these words
relate to the message of the Gospel?

afraid
Angel

appeared
conceived

David
divorce
dream

Emmanuel
fulfil

God with us
Holy

home
honour

husband
Jesus

Joseph
Mary

prophet
Spirit
wife
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