John 9:1-41

If you dont have a Bible ¢
] handy, click here to access |
=3l Sunday Mass Readings!

James Tissot, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Fun and Games at our “Called to Greatness” Workshop for
Pope John Paul 11 Award Participants last Monday!

The Catholic Church’s
Liturgical Coalendor is crommed
£l of inspirational saints and
heroes, or as we like to call
them, Game Changer‘;l Check
them out on our web PagE!

physical healings are miraculous, incredible, Wonder]S‘ttJill!l
But what about Spiritual healings? a healthy body co;ntime
be far from God, His Love and real peace. Takek som me
over the next few days or weeks to ma e a gUide
examination of conscience. Ask the Holy Spirit .to ghere
you as you try to remember any areas of your I/f;e7 vrvS re
you failed in your relationship with God, othe o
yourself. Find out when your local church hgs c'onfzs ons
and decide to go. you can pray for thg priest in adv

too! It's not easy, but it's totally worth it!

QM,ACT OF SORROW FOR CONFESSION

O my God, I thank you for loving
me. I am sorry for all my sins; for
not loving others and not loving

e

SPII}IAQI. BLIND SPOTS

FR MIKE SCHMITZ

TUNE!

Miracles

ANGELIUM

CONFERENCE 2028

You. Help me to live like Jesus and (Jesus Culture)
not sin again. Amen & it iaforfinffoe- SPEAKERS
; ; T ot rsross s 21 MARCH
e How long had the man in this e 1 Sammoy
Gospel been blind? o » 10~ €:30
. . . CATHERINE KANANL
How did Jesus carry out this e = CORK
. i st scxbeners: (L) cm";‘;.‘,‘\zé“
healing? v e
What day did Jesus perform this ok | TIKGLEIE

healing?
Who did this raise a problem for?

Why reason did the Pharisees L | i,
have for the man's blindness? | ) _ s
How did they react to the healed EsA o T

man?

What did Jesus ask the man
when He found Him later? viddle Fast
How did the man respond? in the I .
Who was still blind in this [EEE Cgeﬂ,cethénukraine and peace OUENCE
Gospel? P over the world!

www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry |n AscendWaterfordLismoreYM I@l ascendwaterfordlismore.ym u Ascend Youth Ministry

Disclaimel: On these resource pages you will find links to external website€S:"Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, Ascend Youth &
Young Adult Ministry.cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers. While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have no control over the

content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.



http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.instagram.com/ascendwaterfordlismore.ym/
https://www.facebook.com/AscendWaterfordLismoreYM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZe9PKK5-bjyd3cA0iCexLw
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A35-43&version=NIV
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOyiBYpLsFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZixuP-JejA
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://forms.gle/Xvpwxdw1kpHhxbqP7
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZe9PKK5-bjyd3cA0iCexLw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZe9PKK5-bjyd3cA0iCexLw
https://forms.gle/ck2kWoRHAnsi1uTTA
https://www.instagram.com/ascendwaterfordlismore.ym/
https://www.facebook.com/AscendWaterfordLismoreYM
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZixuP-JejA

Open the eyes of my heart Lord,
| want to see you!

s P

WORD &
MY LIFE:

ﬁm\%{

It's hard to imagine what life
would be like for someone born
blind - to never have seen colour
or faces, sunsets or smiles; and
especially at the time of Jesus to
feel so isolated in society. The
Pharisees considered blindness
or any affliction like that to be a
result of sin - either the person
themselves or their parents had
sinned and lost God's favour.
Jesus didn't think like that. He
knew that wasn't God's way, His
way. His heart ached for this
man's suffering, and He reached
out, in a very physical way in this
miracle, and healed him of His
blindness. Even though He
worked a miracle to restore this
man's sight, it was not enough
for others to believe in Him, to
see Him for who He was, who He
is: God Incarnate, the Messiah.
The man's sight was restored,
but the greater joy was his faith:
he believed in Jesus and
worshipped Him. Those who had
seen all their lives could not see
with the eyes of their heart: they
closed their eyes and ears to the
possibility of the Messiah in their
midst. They drove the healed
man from their presence and
rejected the Healer. How
desperately sad! Where would
we be in this story? Do we feel
we need healing, like the blind
man? Do we question Jesus'
actions? Are we closed to the
idea that He can heal, that He is
God of my life? Are we afraid to
ask the question? Lord, help us to
seel!

What, do you think God could be saying to you in this Gogpel?
What speaks to your heart? Maybe it raises questions, maybe it's
a little uncomfortable, maybe it offers hope... what matters is
that we are open Lo hearing God Speak t0 ug individually.
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PUZZIE

FIND THE WORDS FROM TODAY'S GOSPEL IN THE WORDSEARCH!

beg
believe
believe
birth
blind
Jesus
Lord
opened
paste
Pharisee
prophet
restored
sabbath
see
Siloam
sinner
spittle
worship
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S DOODLE PRAYER-

Reflect on the scripture quote and allow
thoughts and images that come to you to
form part of your doodle prayer: it could
be people or situations that need prayer
or even areas you might need to change
in. Certain words or phrases might stand
out for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide
your heart as you pray and doodlel

‘Lord | believe"

CLICK HERE FOR SOME RELAXING INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

TOP WORSHIP SONGS OF ALL TIME! - INSTRUMENTAL WORSHIP GUITAR | JON SNODGRASS


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7TPRAvPOpE
https://forms.gle/Xvpwxdw1kpHhxbqP7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GjE5V-n3YQ

620 JOHN 9:1-41

But who can discern their own
errors? Forgive my hidden faults.
Keep your servant also from
willful sins; may they not rule
over me.Psalm 19:12-13

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF A BLIND SPOT IN DRIVING? WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A FLAW CLEARLY IN SOMEONE ELSE THAT THEY COULDN'T SEE IN THEMSELVES?

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN BLIND TO SOMETHING ABOUT YOURSELF THAT OTHERS COULD SEE?

WATCH THIS VIDEO FROM FR MIKE SCHMITZ: "SPIRITUAL BLIND SPOTS"
AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW

What Psalm did Cardinal Newman base his homily "Hidden Faults" on?

b
What is meant by "unknown faults"? How would you describe this term in your own words? ' )

/ .

Fr Mike offers three ways of dealing with spiritual blind spots:

What sins / faults are we called to repent of?

z Be to blind spots!

How does this analogy work for driving? When do you need to check your blind spots especially?

j sBe !

What is our usual initial reaction when someone cuts us off in traffic?

\

What might actually have happened to cause that?

What do we need to bear in mind about the people who surround us (in spiritual terms)?

- ASCEND YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (DIOCESE OF WATERFORD & LISMORE) -
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9%3A1-41&version=NIV
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SPIRITUAL BLIND SPOTS

Being patient with ourselves: I'm only responsible for the things I'm v '

for; I'm only in control of the things | can ; I'm only aware of the |

things | am of! || |
What about our known faults and sins? P :

What might be helpful, do you think, in dealing with our own sins and faults that we know
about? How can we practically bring them before the Lord for healing and forgiveness?

Do you find it easy to go to Confession? Why or why not?

It's hard to imagine what life would be like for someone born blind - to never
have seen colour or faces, sunsets or smiles; and especially at the time of
Jesus to feel so isolated in society. The Pharisees considered blindness or , ELEUES
any affliction like that to be a result of sin - either the person themselves or [ S
their parents had sinned and lost God's favour. Y
Jesus didn't think like that. He knew that wasn't God's way, His way. His heart :
ached for this man's suffering, and He reached out, in a very physical way in  #}
this miracle, and healed him of His blindness. Even though He worked a
miracle to restore this man's sight, it was not enough for others to believe in
Him, to see Him for who He was, who He is: God Incarnate, the Messiah. The
man's sight was restored, but the greater joy was his faith: he believed in
Jesus and worshipped Him. Those who had seen all their lives could not see
with the eyes of their heart: they closed their eyes and ears to the possibility

of the Messiah in their midst. They drove the healed man from their
presence and rejected the Healer. How desperately sad! Where would we be u m
=] Rl

JOHN 9:1-41

in this story? Do we feel we need healing, like the blind man? Do we question
Jesus' actions? Are we closed to the idea that He can heal, that He is God of
my life? Are we afraid to ask the question? Lord, help us to see!

READ:

HEALINGST A HEALTHY BODY CAN STILL BE FAR FROM GOD, HIS LOVE AND REAL PEACE. TAKE

SOME TIME OVER THE NEXT FEW DAYS OR WEEKS TO MAKE A GOOD EXAMINATION OF =
CONSCIENCE. ASK THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE YOU AS YOU TRY T0 REMEMBER ANY AREAS OF

YOUR LLFE WHERE YOU FAILED IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, OTHERS OR YOURSELF. FIND

OUT WHEN YOUR LOCAL CHURCH HAS CONFESSIONS AND DECIDE TO GO. YOU CAN PRAY FOR

THE PRIEST IN ADVANCE T00! IT'S NOT EASY, BUT IT°S TOTALLY WORTH IT!

Act of Sorrow:

O my God, I thank you for loving me. I am sorry for all my sins; for
not loving others and not loving You. Help me to live like Jesus and
not sin again. Amen

CREATE A PLAYLIST TO LISTEN TO AS YOU REFLECT ON SEEING OURSELVES AND SEEING JESUS

PHYSICAL HEALINGS ARE MIRACULOUS, INCREDIBLE, WONDERFUL! BUT WHAT ABOUT SPIRTTVAL @

MISSION!

PRAYER TIME!

e Miracles (Jesus Culture) e He is Faithful (Brian & Katie Torwalt)
e Open the eyes of my heart (Paul Baloche) ¢ Nothing is Impossible (Planetshakers)
e Amazing Grace [My Chains are Gone] (Chris Tomlin e Waymaker (Leeland)

e God you're so good (Passion) e Your Great Name (Natalie Grant)

Making a Good Confession > How do | go to > Goingto ponfession fqr
Fr Mike Schmitz g Confession? ODB Films g the first time in a long time
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