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The Catholic Church's Liturgical Calendar is crammed full of inspirational saints
and heroes, or as we like to call them, Game Changers!  Check them out on our
web page!

P o p e ’ s  i n t e n t i o n s  f o r  A u g u s tP o p e ’ s  i n t e n t i o n s  f o r  A u g u s tP o p e ’ s  i n t e n t i o n s  f o r  A u g u s t

Ascend Youth Ministry 

Weekly  Challenge :Weekly  Challenge :Weekly  Challenge :

If you don't have a Bible handy,
click here to access Sunday
Mass Readings!
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20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMEYear A Download from www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources or subscribe to receive by email!

Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, Ascend Youth &
Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have no control over the

content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

ascendwaterfordlismore.ymAscendWaterfordLismoreYMwww.waterfordlismore.ie/youth-ministry

Where was Jesus when this Gospel
story took place?
Was the Canaanite woman a Jew?
What did she want Jesus to do?
How did Jesus initially react to her?
Why did His disciples want Him to
respond to her?
Who are <the lost sheep of the House
of Israel= He was sent to?
Was Jesus’ ministry for non-Jews as
well? Can you think of any other
stories from the Gospels that show
this?
Why did Jesus grant her request?
Do you think Jesus was being rude to
her, or was there another reason for
the way He spoke to her?

Tune!Tune!Tune!

PrayPrayPray God, you are a good Father. You
know me, You love me, You care
more deeply about me and those I
pray for than I even do myself.

Help me to trust in that love! Amen

Spotl ight!Spotl ight!Spotl ight!

Fr Mike Schmitz’ Parables Tour was a sell-out event in Dublin’s

National Stadium on July 20 , with over 1000 people attending

Mass at St Kevin’s Church beforehand too! Check out Fr Mike’s

wonderful homily from that Mass here!

th

Fr Mike Schmitz shares his story in an interview
with Colm O’Flynn before the parables tour

event last month

Fr Mike Schmitz shares his story in an interview
with Colm O’Flynn before the parables tour

event last month
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17th August
Our Lady of Knock
Golden Rose, Queen of Ireland

Have you ever set up a prayer wall, or

intentions jar or kept a prayer journal?

In one space, leave room for prayers of

petition for yourself, or intercession for

others, as a reminder to bring your

prayers to the heart of God.

In a separate space, or even another  

jar, keep the prayers that God has

answered for you, as a reminder of His

Father’s heart!

Chris Tomlin
Good Good Father

FOR EVANGELIZATION IN THE CITY
Let us pray that in large cities often marked
by anonymity and loneliness we find new
ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering

creative paths to build community.
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Have you every felt like God isn’t
listening? Have you ever prayed
desperately for something and not
received the answer you were
looking for? 

It’s so hard, and it can prove to be a
serious challenge to our faith in a
loving God.

But God is a loving Father, He hears
all of our prayers, He sees our tears,
He hears our sighs, our groans, even
the times when we can’t put words
on our thoughts but just offer our
hearts.

What is our image of God? Do we
see Him as a genie, or a Divine ATM?
Do we convince ourselves that if we
just say the right prayers and do the
right things, He’ll dispense the
graces we or others we pray for
need? That’s not a real relationship -
as Fr Mike says in his video, that can
be a <manipulationship=. 

God is Father - and as father He
knows the deepest needs of our
hearts and loves us, and those we
pray for even more than we ever
could. So when we pray, we can pray
with confidence, that God hears us
and loves us.

The Canaanite woman confidently
presented her request to Jesus, and
her faith was strong. Let’s pray to
have a strong faith, one that does
not waver based on instant results,
but relies on trust and confidence in
a loving Father who sees all, knows
all and wants the maximum of our
happiness.
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Doodle PrayerDoodle PrayerDoodle Prayer
"Woman, you have"Woman, you have

great faith. ..."great faith. ..."
"Woman, you have

great faith. ..."
Reflect on the scripture quote and allow
thoughts and images that come to you to
form part of your doodle prayer: it could
be people or situations that need prayer
or even areas you might need to change
in. Certain words or phrases might stand
out for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide

your heart as you pray and doodle!
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To the HeightsTo the HeightsTo the Heights

Matthew 15:21-28

Find the words from today's gospel in the wordsearch below

Click here for some relaxing instrumental music
Top Worship Songs of ALL TIME! - Instrumental Worship Guitar | Jon Snodgrass

"Woman, you have great faith. 
Let your wish be granted."

Respond:
Respo

nd:Respond: What do you think God could be saying to you in this Gospel?  
What speaks to your heart?  Maybe it raises questions, maybe it's
a little uncomfortable, maybe it offers hope... what matters is
that we are open to hearing God speak to us individually.

Canaanite
devil

disciples
faith
food

Gennesaret
help

house dogs
Jesus

masters
pity

scraps
shouting

Sidon
Son of David

throw
tormented

Tyre
woman

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7TPRAvPOpE
https://forms.gle/Xvpwxdw1kpHhxbqP7
https://forms.gle/Xvpwxdw1kpHhxbqP7
https://forms.gle/Xvpwxdw1kpHhxbqP7
https://forms.gle/Xvpwxdw1kpHhxbqP7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-18&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GjE5V-n3YQ


Fr Mike states that often we are hesitant to pray for ourselves and our own needs.
But how can praying for ourselves actually help our relationship with God?
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swatch this video from Fr Mike Schmitz "When God doesn’t answer
your prayers” and reflect on the questions that follow

IS God a Genie or a Good Father?

- Ascend  & Young Adult  Youth  Mini s try  (D ioce s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore)  -

Do you think God should give us everything we want? Explain

Have you ever prayed really hard for something and didn’t get it? 
What was that experience like? Did it challenge your faith?

PETITIONARY PRAYER

EFFICACIOUS

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

The Catechism of the Catholic Church acknowledges that heart-break but asks an
even deeper question:
Can you explain the following quote from the Catechism of the Catholic Church in
your own words?

John 14:15-21

What broken-hearted experience does Fr Mike think we have all had at some point?

being effective in producing a desired result or outcome
praying to God on behalf of other people, groups, or
situations rather than focusing on your own personal needs
praying to God asking God for your own personal need

DRAW A LINE BETWEEN THE TERM AND ITS MATCHING DEFINITION

<In the first place, we ought to be astonished by this fact: when we praise God
or give him thanks for his benefits in general, we are not particularly

concerned whether or not our prayer is acceptable to him. On the other hand,
we demand to see the results of our petitions.=

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrY_344Vc1M
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NIV


Genie:
Divine ATM:
24 Hour Therapist:
Rescue Chopper:
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Where is God when you’re suffering?
Fr Patrick Cahill

The Catechism goes on to ask: <What is the image of God that motivates our
prayer: an instrument to be used? or the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?=

God, you are a good Father. You know me, You love me, You care

more deeply about me and those I pray for than I even do myself.

Help me to trust in that love! Amen

- Ascend  & Young Adult  Youth  Mini s try  (D ioce s e  o f  Water ford  &  L i smore)  -

Disclaimer:  On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, Ascend Youth
& Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers.  While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have no control

over the content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

I S  G o d  a  G e n i e  o r  a  G o o d  F a t h e r ?

Have you every felt like God isn’t listening? Have you ever prayed desperately for something
and not received the answer you were looking for? It’s so hard, and it can prove to be a
serious challenge to our faith in a loving God.
But God is a loving Father, He hears all of our prayers, He sees our tears, He hears our sighs,
our groans, even the times when we can’t put words on our thoughts but just offer our hearts.
What is our image of God? Do we see Him as a genie, or a Divine ATM? Do we convince
ourselves that if we just say the right prayers and do the right things, He’ll dispense the graces
we or others we pray for need? That’s not a real relationship - as Fr Mike says in his video, that
can be a <manipulationship=. 
God is Father - and as father He knows the deepest needs of our hearts and loves us, and
those we pray for even more than we ever could. So when we pray, we can pray with
confidence, that God hears us and loves us.
The Canaanite woman confidently presented her request to Jesus, and her faith was strong.
Let’s pray to have a strong faith, one that does not waver based on instant results, but relies
on trust and confidence in a loving Father who sees all, knows all and wants the maximum of
our happiness.
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Create a playlist to listen to as you reflect on God’s Fatherly heart

What kind of response do we expect from God if these are our images of him?
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Have you ever set up a prayer wall, or intentions jar or kept a prayer journal?
In one space, leave room for prayers of petition for yourself, or
intercession for others, as a reminder to bring your prayers to the
heart of God.
In a separate space, or even another jar, keep the prayers that God has
answered for you, as a reminder of His Father’s heart!

Mountain Top Worship: Our Father Still

Sarah Kroger: Belovedness

Hillsong Worship: Our FatherJonathan Helser: Father of Jesus

Chris Tomlin: Good Good Father Phil Wickham: How Deep the Father’s Love

Matt Redman: The Father’s Song

Cody Carnes: Run to the Father

The Reason God Hasn’t Answered Your Prayer Yet
 (Fr Mike Schmitz)
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