sunday Gospel

Matthew 16:13-20

izl If you don't have a Bible handy,
noioyd click here to access Sunday
[Opee i Mass Readings!
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SOME OF THE GROUP FROM THE DIOCESE WHO ATTENDED THE FOR EVANGELIZATION IN THE CITY
RECENT YOUTH 2000 SUMMER FESTIVAL INNEWBRIDGE -
ALONG WITH NEARLY 700 OTHERS!

Let us pray that in large cities often marked
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. think your faith could B

) 3gsé?lt)led as m%ralistic therapeutic
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. ?:l:se some time throughout this week,
a few minutes every day to reflect cr)]n
the person of Jesus. Who has he
revealed himself to be? Who do you @
say that He is? o | G

e Ask Jesus each day to reveal hlmS(‘a
you and be open to who you meet! ]

Jesus, you are the Christ, the Son of the
Living God. 'm not sure i | know exactly
what that means For my ife, here and now,
but 'm wiling to Find outl Reveal yoursel®
more and more each cla\/ to me Lord Let
me know your heart ond see your power
at work. in mel!

i Gospel
] . to pray with the
: ; ‘cation that will help you mmentary
Jiebed ag apl?‘\frovides the Gospel of the dayoanci C‘Z 026 on
of each ay‘.( out the free pdf booklet on the OSelporg/
onit. Chg?}?\eir website: https;//ipraleththegosFD .

Where was Jesus when this Gospel
story took place?

What question did Jesus ask first of His
disciples? ST AUGUSTINE
What answers had they heard from 'Our hearts are restess
other people? until they rest in Thee!" )
Who F;poﬁ)(e up on behalf of the The Catholic Church's_LiturgicZI Calendar is crammed fuIIofinspirationa“I saints
diSCip|es when JeSUS asked their ‘a:vr:aci,l:)t;l;);s, or as we like to call them, Game Changers! Check them out on our
opinion?

What was significant about what that
disciple’s response?

What does the name Peter mean?
Why was he given that name?

Explain what Jesus meant by “the
gates of the underworld can never
hold out against it.”

What does “Christ” actually mean?
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MY JESUS
VS. THE

ACTUAL
JESUS

FR MIKE SCHMITZ
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eft On these resource pages you will find links to external web though we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, Ascend Youth &
Young Adult Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers. While we Strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have no control over the

content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.
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“And you. Who do you say that | am?”
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It's never nice when people make :
assumptions about us; it's :
annoying when people presume :
to know how we would speak and :
react, especially when they :
haven't taken the trouble to get to :
know us. How often do we do that :
to others though? How often do :

we even do that to Jesus?

Who is Jesus? Who do | say that :
He is? More importantly, who has :

He revealed Himself to be?

If we reduce Jesus to “a nice guy”

or “a good teacher” we miss the :
point. Jesus didn't come to reveal :
himself as “nice”. He said and did a :
lot of challenging things - don't :
forget He called the pharisees :
white-washed tombs and drove :
the market sellers out of the :
temple for disrespecting God's :
house! He did teach, a lot in fact, :
but how aware are we of His :
actual teachings - or do we :
choose a more convenient “Jesus- =
light” version based on what we :
like and dislike, that keeps us :
cosily in our comfort zone and :
conveniently agrees with all our :

lifestyle choices?

Like in today's Gospel, we :
ultimately have to make a choice :
too: who do we believe Jesus is, *
and how will we have to live our =
lives according to that belief? The :
good news? He's worth every :
effort and sacrifice - anything we :
lose because of the demands of :
truly being a Christian are far :
outweighed by His generosity and *

blessings - and the promise of
eternal life more importantly!
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N @ @ FIND THE WORDS FROM TODAY'S GOSPEL IN THE WORDSEARCH BELOW
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Reflect on the scripture quote and allow @ :
thoughts and images that come to you to ap l
form part of your doodle prayer: it could

be people or situations that need prayer
or even areas you might need to change

in. Certain words or phrases might stand M
out for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide Aﬂd ou. WhO dO
your heart as you pray and doodlel Y ou s ay +ha+ I am?“

CLICK HERE FOR SOME RELAXING INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC o

TOP WORSHIP SONGS OF ALL TIME! - INSTRUMENTAL WORSHIP GUITAR | JON SNODGRASS

What, do you think God could be saying to you in this Gospel?
What speaks to your heart? Maybe it raises questions, maybe its
a little uncomfortable, maybe it offers hope... what matters is
that we are open Lo hearing God Speak t0 ug individually.
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WATCH FR MIKE SCHMITZ" VIDEQ: “WHICH JESUS IS THE REAL JESUS?”
AND REFLECT ON THE QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW

¢ How did the Pastor make his point to her about her beliefs?

e What is the consequence of this kind of belief system?

I make God in my image and likeness: he loves what | love and he hates what | hate.
Iam made in God's image and likeness: | must learn to love what he loves and hate what he hates.

e Inthe book “Soul Searching” by Christian Smith, the team of sociologists and psychologists
who surveyed adolescents across America discovered something interesting. Regardless of
what religious faith they had been brought up with, the vast majority of US adolescents
professed what the team termed M T D

e \What are some of the basic tenets of this faith that Fr Mike lists?

o Godis and He wants us to be
o God doesn't really have to be
unless you need him to
o Good people when they die.
[We're all good people unless you're

The research showed the majority of adolescents had the same
version of God regardless of what they professed to believe.

* Fr Mike explains that this is why we have a whole generation of people professing faith
in Jesus without knowing

e The producers of “Bible in a Year” podcast wanted to counteract this by bringing
the biblical worldview back into knowing who Jesus is. Some listeners had their
faith strengthened by this. Why did some people struggle with the podcast?

* \What two choices were people faced with as a response to this Jesus revealed in Scripture?

(2)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xznBDpzdoOM
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016%3A13-20&version=NIV
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https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/resources/two-truths-one-lie/#:~:text=Game%20run%2Dthrough&text=When%20it%20is%20someone's%20turn,statement%20they%20think%20is%20false.
https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/resources/two-truths-one-lie/#:~:text=Game%20run%2Dthrough&text=When%20it%20is%20someone's%20turn,statement%20they%20think%20is%20false.
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https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/resources/two-truths-one-lie/#:~:text=Game%20run%2Dthrough&text=When%20it%20is%20someone's%20turn,statement%20they%20think%20is%20false.

Disclaimer: On these resource pages you will find links to external websites. Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date and relevant,
Ascend Youth Ministry cannot take responsibility for pages maintained by external providers. While we strive to provide only links to useful and ethical websites, we have
no control over the content and nature of these sites and the links to other websites do not imply a recommendation for all the content found on these sites.

The Real Jesus

¢ \What dothe “Nones” of the current generation describe themselves as not having?

o FrMike argues that these “nones” only differ from their parents and grandparents’
generation's faith in one way: what is that?

* What does Fr Mike suggest is the next step for Christianity in response to this?
o RECLAIM soLY

BiBLg
> o RETELL

o “PRESSPLAY"and

know how we would speak and react, especially when they haven't taken the trouble to get to
know us. How often do we do that to others though? How often do we even do that to Jesus?
Who is Jesus? Who do | say that He is? More importantly, who has He revealed Himself to be? If
we reduce Jesus to “a nice guy” or “a good teacher” we miss the point. Jesus didn't come to reveal
himself as “nice”. He said and did a lot of challenging things - don't forget He called the pharisees
white-washed tombs and drove the market sellers out of the temple for disrespecting God's
house! He did teach, a lot in fact, but how aware are we of His actual teachings - or do we choose
a more convenient “Jesus-light” version based on what we like and dislike, that keeps us cosily in
our comfort zone and conveniently agrees with all our lifestyle choices?

Like in today's Gospel, we ultimately have to make a choice too: who do we believe Jesus is, and
how will we have to live our lives according to that belief? The good news? He's worth every
effort and sacrifice - anything we lose because of the demands of truly being a Christian are far
outweighed by His generosity and blessings - and the promise of eternal life more importantly!

WHAT ABOUT YOUT DO YOU THINK YOUR FALTH COULD BE DESCRIBED As CHECK.SUT The Bble
MORALISTIC THERAPEUTLC DELSM? TAKE SOME TIME THROUGHOUT THIS WEEK, it Fr Mice sermie
A FEW MINUTES EVERY DAY TO REFLECT ON THE PERSON OF JESUS. WHO HAS -

HE REVEALED HIMSELF 0 BE? WHO DO YOU SAY THAT HE 57 ASK TESUS EACH

DAY 10 REVE,AL AIMSELF T0 YOU AND BE OPEN T0 WHO YOU MEET! PRESS PLAY
AND LISTEN!

g Its never nice when people make assumptions about us; it's annoying when people presume to
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READ:

MISSION!

% THE BIBLE

=Y Jesus, you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I'm not sure if RSN
ol [ know exactly what that means for my life, here and now, but I'm For more on Moradiistic
E — Therapeutic Deism (or
— willing to find out! Reveal yourself more and more each day to me being spirttual but not
é religious) check out Dr
=8 Lord. Let me know your heart and see your power at work in me! A”dgﬁv;iﬁﬁf,ﬁﬁﬂf:e:j cle

CREATE A PLAYLIST TO LISTEN TO AS YOU REFLECT ON WHO JESUS TRULY IS /?\} i"* i 2

e Chris Tomlin: Jesus ""' \ e Chris Tomlin: Jesus Messiah

e Mark Schultz: | Am ; _ 3‘ e The Vigil Project - Jesus, My Lord, My God, My All
¢ Hillsong: King of Kings f"’ \ ‘* e Aaron Shust: My Savior My God

e Paul Baloche: Behold Him AN 4 e Phil Wickham: Living Hope

= :
YOU CAN UNDERSTAND,

{ THE enTiRE BiLE W | - ASCEND YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINTSTRY (DTOCESE OF WATERFORD & LISMORE) -
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-1fwZtKJSM

Bring together what has been said about Jesus in the Gospels
by writing relevant words / drawing images in the space below.
You may decide to choose one Gospel or a mixture of the four.

What people in the Gospel reveal about What Jesus reveals about Himself
Jesus through their words and actions through His words and actions

Your own 'impression of Jesus from the Gospels

- ASCEND YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINTSTRY (DTOCESE OF WATERFORD & LISMORE) -



	iPray is an application that will help you to pray with the Gospel of each day. It provides the Gospel of the day and commentary on it. Chgeck out the free pdf booklet on the Gosepls for 2026 on their website: https://ipraywiththegospel.org/
	The Real Jesus
	Matthew 16:13-20
	Icebreaker suggestion:
	“Two Truths and a Lie!”
	If you had to describe Jesus in 5 sentences what would you say about him?
	Watch fr mike schmitz' video: “which Jesus is the Real Jesus?” and reflect on the questions that follow
	What was the issue with the belief the woman at the conference had about Jesus?
	How did the Pastor make his point to her about her beliefs?
	What is the consequence of this kind of belief system?
	In the book “Soul Searching” by Christian Smith, the team of sociologists and psychologists who surveyed adolescents across America discovered something interesting. Regardless of what religious faith they had been brought up with, the vast majority of US adolescents professed what the team termed M______________________ T____________________ D_______.
	What are some of the basic tenets of this faith that Fr Mike lists?
	God is _______________ and He wants us to be _______________.
	God doesn’t really have to be _________________________________________ unless you need him to ________________________________________________.
	Good people _________________________________________ when they die. [We’re all good people unless you’re ____________________________________]
	The research showed the majority of adolescents had the same version of God regardless of what they professed to believe.
	Fr Mike explains that this is why we have a whole generation of people professing faith in Jesus without knowing ____________________________________________________________
	The producers of “Bible in a Year” podcast wanted to counteract this by bringing the biblical worldview back into knowing who Jesus is. Some  listeners had their faith strengthened by this. Why did some people struggle with the podcast?
	What two choices were people faced with as a response to this Jesus revealed in Scripture?
	- Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry (Diocese of Waterford & Lismore) -

	The Real Jesus
	What do the “Nones” of the current generation describe themselves as not having?
	Fr Mike argues that these “nones” only differ from their parents’ and grandparents’ generation’s faith in one way: what is that?
	What does Fr Mike suggest is the next step for Christianity in response to this?
	RECLAIM ______________________________________________
	RETELL ________________________________________________
	“PRESS PLAY” and ____________________________________________________.
	It’s never nice when people make assumptions about us; it’s annoying when people presume to know how we would speak and react, especially when they haven’t taken the trouble to get to know us.  How often do we do that to others though?  How often do we even do that to Jesus?
	Who is Jesus? Who do I say that He is? More importantly, who has He revealed Himself to be?  If we reduce Jesus to “a nice guy” or “a good teacher” we miss the point. Jesus didn’t come to reveal himself as “nice”. He said and did a lot of challenging things - don’t forget He called the pharisees white-washed tombs and drove the market sellers out of the temple for disrespecting God’s house! He did teach, a lot in fact, but how aware are we of His actual teachings - or do we choose a more convenient “Jesus-light” version based on what we like and dislike, that keeps us cosily in our comfort zone and conveniently agrees with all our lifestyle choices?
	Like in today’s Gospel, we ultimately have to make a choice too: who do we believe Jesus is, and how will we have to live our lives according to that belief? The good news? He’s worth every effort and sacrifice - anything we lose because of the demands of truly being a Christian are far outweighed by His generosity and blessings - and the promise of eternal life more importantly!
	John 6:60-69

	Read:

	What about you? Do you think your faith could be described as moralistic therapeutic deism? Take some time throughout this week, a few minutes every day to reflect on the person of Jesus. Who has he revealed himself to be? Who do you say that He is? Ask Jesus each day to reveal himself to you and be open to who you meet! press play and listen!

	Mission!
	Prayer time!
	Jesus, you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I’m not sure if I know exactly what that means for my life, here and now, but I’m willing to find out! Reveal yourself more and more each day to me Lord. Let me know your heart and see your power at work in me!
	Create a  playlist to listen to as you reflect on who jesus truly is
	Phil Wickham: Living Hope
	The Bible in 10 Minutes (feat. Fr. Mike Schmitz) [Ascension Presents]
	- Ascend Youth & Young Adult Ministry (Diocese of Waterford & Lismore) -



	The Person of Jesus
	Bring together what has been said about Jesus in the Gospels
	by writing relevant words / drawing images in the space below.
	You may decide to choose one Gospel or a mixture of the four.
	What people in the Gospel reveal about Jesus through their words and actions
	What Jesus reveals about Himself through His words and actions

	Your own impression of Jesus from the Gospels


